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PREFACE 


The  following  Life  was  found  in  manuscript  by  the  present  writer 
in  the  course  of  a  research  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
Royalist  party  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First.  It  appeared  to  be 
worthy  of  interest  to  the  scholars  to  whom  it  was  communicated, 
because  it  throws  some  light  on  a  hitherto  not  much  known 
personality.  Indeed,  Sir  John  Digby  had  the  misfortune  to  be  the 
brother  of  a  great  man.  The  name  of  Digby  is  almost  always 
associated  with  that  of  Sir  Kenelm.  And  yet  Sir  John  achieved 
no  mean  a  reputation  in  his  own  times.  The  famous  Hector 
Britannicus  of  the  following  pages 1  deserves  more  notice  than  he 

1  [In  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  there  are  lives  both  of  the  author 
and  his  hero.  Edward  Walsingham  is  there  described  as  '  royalist  author  and 
intriguer '  and  said  to  be  a  kinsman  of  the  Digbys  (D  N  B.  LIX.  230).  He  was 
also  the  author  of  Lives  of  Sir  John  Smith  (Britannicae  Virtutis  Imago,  1644)  and 
Sir  Henry  Gage  (Alter  Britanniae  Heros.  1645).  Walsingham  was  deeply 
engaged  in  all  the  political  intrigues  in  favour  of  the  Catholics,  and  also  in 
those  for  the  conversion  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and  the  removal  of  Hyde 
from  the  service  of  Charles  II.  'A  pragmatical  knave',  'a  great  babbler  of  his 
most  secret  employments '  and  '  a  busy  instrument  of  the  Jesuits '  are  amongst 
the  terms  applied  to  him  by  Royalists  of  the  orthodox  Protestant  type. 

Sir  John  Digby  the  brother  of  Sir  Kenelm  who  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
should  not  be  confused  with  the  Sir  John  Digby  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse, 
Nottinghamshire,  who  is  so  frequently  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Hutchinson  in  the 
life  of  her  husband.  The  two  are  so  confused  in  the  index  to  Macray's  edition 
of  Clarendon's  Rebellion.  In  David  Lloyd's  '  Memoirs  of  the  Lives  etc.  of  those 
excellent  personages  who  suffered. . .  for  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  folio 
1968,  the  two  personages  are  properly  distinguished  (pp.  580,  581)  C.  H.  FIRTH.]  . 
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has  received  at  the  hands  of  historians.  The  opportunity  of 
paying  a  tribute  to  his  memory,  and  of  making  easily  accessible  to 
all  this  new  source  of  historical  information,  was  readily  seized  by 
the  Royal  Historical  Society. 

The  volumes  in  the  Camden  Series  being  chiefly  devoted  to  the 
presentation  of  texts,  it  is  not  possible  to  prefix  any  lengthy 
commentary  on  the  "  Life  "  itself  ;  it  will  suffice  to  add  a  few  words 
concerning  the  manuscript  itself. 

This  is  described  as  follows  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale,  Paris. 1 

Hector  Britannicus  or  Sir  John  Digby,  late  Major  General  of  his  Majestie's 
Western  forces...  Angl.  Acquisitions  nouvelles,  No.  56.  Gaignieres  1034*. 

It  became  the  property  of  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  together 
with  the  rest  of  the  Gaignieres  Collection.  How  it  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Gaignieres  is  not  so  surely  known.  It  probably  belonged 
to  the  library  of  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated. 
When  Sir  Kenelm  died  in  France,  it  is  supposed  that  his  books 
became  the  property  of  the  King  of  France,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
"  Droit  d'Aubaine."  They  were  bought  by  Georges  Digby  who 
sold  them  in  London  in  1680. 2  It  might  be  supposed,  however, 
that  some  of  the  Manuscripts  or  books  remained  in  France,  and 
amongst  them  probably  the  Manuscript  of  the  "  Life." 

As  to  the  author  of  the  Life,  according  to  Professor  Firth,  his 
name  is  Edward  Walsingham,  a  Catholic  gentleman  very  intimate 
with  Sir  Kenelm  Digby.  He  also  wrote  lives  of  Sir  Henry  Gage 
and  Sir  John  Smith  which  are  printed.  Verses  printed  at  the  end 
of  the  u  Life  "  will  be  found  to  refer  to  these  two  names. 

The  only  point  in  which  the  following  printed  text  does  not 
completely  conform  with  the  original  manuscript  concerns  the  use 
of  capitals  at  the  beginning  of  words.  In  the  original  manuscript, 
almost  all  nouns  are  spelt  with  a  capital  at  the  beginning.  In  his 
aim  at  obtaining  a  photographic  (so  to  speak)  reproduction  of  the 

1  Catalogue  des  manuscrits  anglais. 

*  Edwards.     Memoirs  of  Libraries  ii.  116. 
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original,  the  present  editor  would  have  preferred  to  print  Praise, 
Defence,  Need,  Stile,  etc,...  instead  of  praise,  defence,  need,  stile,  etc... 
It  was  objected  to  him  that  his  text  would  be  hardly  readable,  and 
that  a  rule  had  been  agreed  upon  in  similar  publications  previously 
undertaken  for  the  Camden  Society.  In  compliance  with  these 
objections,  the  usual  rule  has  been  accepted  ;  but  the  present  editor 
begs  to  state  that  he  is  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  this  slight 
breach  of  preciseness,  however  justified  it  may  be. 

The  Editor  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  good  offices  of  Professor 
Firth,  without  whose  encouragement  the  present  work  would 
probably  never  have  been  carried  through  and  who  has  contributed 
a  valuable  Note  to  the  Preface.  Nor  can  he  forget  to  thank 
M.  Rene  Huchon  and  M.  Louis  Cazamian,  Maitres  de  Conferences 
a  la  Sorbonne,  for  their  kindly  assistance. 

GEORGES  BERNARD. 

Paris,  May  29th  1910. 


TO   MY   NOBLE  FREND   AND  ENGLISH   MECOENAS 
OF  ALL  LEARNING 

Sr    KENELME    DIGBY 

UPON  THE  VERTUOUS  AND  MARTIALL  LIFE 

OF  HIS  WORTHILY  ADMIRED  BROTHER 

SIR  JOHN    DIGBY 


Much  honour'd  Sr,  your  noble  Brothers  worth, 

Whose  Justice,  Prudence,  Valour  were  most  rare 

Made  mee  ambitious  his  praise  to  set  forth, 

And  with  the  Trojan  Hector  him  compare  U  Fol.  1  D 

For  Hector-like  his  foes  hee  did  with  stand, 

From  Warlike  fury  to  secure  this  Land ; 

I  might  .an  English  Scipio  have  hym  stil'd, 

As  well  for  skill  in  armes,  as  Modestie, 

Who  could  not  brooke  to  see  his  King  exil'd 

From  Honour  due  to  Sacred  Majestic  ; 

In  whose  defense  hee  made  himself  a  shield, 

Waging  for  King  Charles  Warre  in  bloody  field. 

I  might  Horatius  Codes  have  hym  nam'd, 

Who,  gainst  Porsenna's  Army,  single  stood 

On  Tibers  Bridge,  for  which  Act  hee  is  fam'd  ; 

So  almost  sole,  our  brave  Sr  John  made  good 

The  Horse  and  Foots  retreat  against  ye  Scot, 

At  Newborne  fight,  wch  nere  shall  bee  forgot.  If  Fol.  2 

I  might  Camillas  rightly  have  him  call'd, 

Who  though  by  Rome  exil'd,  yet,  at  her  need 

The  Gaules  insulting  tirannie  hee  gaul'd, 

Winning  from  Victours  his  deserved  meed. 

So  this  our  Champions  Valour  hath  made 

From  foes  scorching  fury  to  frends  a  shade 
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An  English  Achilles  I  might  hym  call, 
Whose  Valour  the  worlds  Conquerour  did  grace, 
Whose  brave  acts  Homer  in  verse  did  enstall, 
Which  mov'd  great  Alexander  to  embrace 
His  gallant  tomb,  and  him  thrice  happy  stile 
Whose  deeds  the  Prince  of  Poets  did  compile. 
But  fearefull  am  I,  least  with  rudest  pen 
Fol.  2  D  I  seeme  his  Gests  Heroick  to  deface,  f 

And  undervalew  this  Mirrour  of  Men, 
Who  did  his  Kingdome  with  his  Vertues  grace 
Yet  this  my  comfort  is,  his  Brother  can 
Refine  what  doth  transcend  my  small  skills  span. 


FINIS. 


f    HECTOR    BRITANNICUS    OR  Fol.  3 

Sr  JOHN    DIGBY 

LATE    VALIANT    MAJOR    GfiNERALL  OF  HIS  MAties  WESTERNS  FORCES 

AND  FAMOUS  CHAMPION  OF  HIS  SoVERAIGNE   KlNG  CHARLES 

AND    HIS    COUNTRY    GREAT    BRITAINE. 


Although  the  whole  Life  of  this  our  brave  worthy,  rare  type  of 
Vertue  and  Valour,  Sr  John  Digby  may  not  unfitly  in  my  judgment  sr  John 
bee  parallelled  to  a  well  polished  mirrour  ;  yet,  as  a  looking-glasse  compared  to 
when  it  is  entire,  doth  onely  represent  the  features  of  one  single  gjasse. 
person  at  once,  but  if  broken  into  severall  parcells  it  will  contract 
H  the  species  and  will  show  in  each  small  piece,  shadowed  to  the      Fol.  3  D 
Life,  what  soever  visage  or  object  is  proposed  before  it :  in  like 
manner  if  you  contemplate  and  view  Sr  John  Digbie,  you  shall  see 
in  generall  a  vertuous  and  compleatly  civill  gentleman  a  valiant 
souldier,  and  an  expert  commaunder,  but  if  you  please  to  breake  as 
it  were  this  perfect  glasse  of  his  Life  into  sondry  particles,  the 
skilfull  warriour  and  officer  shall  see  his  owne  pourtraiture  in  hym 
lively  expressed,   the  learned   scholler,  the   civill   bachelour,  the 
refined  traveler,  and  accomplished  gentleman,  in  regarding  hym 
may  fruitfully  observe  what  they  are,  or  should   bee,  and  most 
vertuous  Ladies  and  gentlewomen,  as  well  of  the  Court  as  Countrie, 
may  with  much  praise  and  commendations  paint  themselves  before 
this  glasse  with  the  well  tempered  Colours  of  his  Modestie  and 
Bashfulnesse  ;  yea  children  and  youth   may   herein   behold   and 
admire  their  own  native  Candour  and  harmelesse  Innocency  ;  and 
IT  in  a  word  all  kind  and  condition  of  Men  and  Women  may  improve          Fol.  4 
themselves  by  diligently  looking  in  this  glasse  of  Sr  John  Digby  his 
life. 

Now  as  for  his  vertues,  good  qualities,  and  speciall  endowments, 
both  of  Grace,  and  Nature,  briefly  couched  in  a  succinct  character, 
as  an  Appendix,  or  Labell  to  the  rest  (upon  designe,  not  to 
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interrupt  the  series  and  context  of  his  Martiall  achievements) 
I  hope  I  shall  prove  so  farre  from  exaggerating  therein,  that 
whosoever  had  the  happinesse  to  know  him  familiarly,  will  evidently 
perceave  I  come  much  short  of  what  might  truly  bee  averred  in  so 
ample  and  large  a  subject  ;  but  I  wittingly  and  willingly  rather 
chose  to  bee  sparing  in  his  due  and  deserved  praises,  then  by 
seeming  to  hyperbolize  to  wrong  both  my  self  and  him,  whose 
knowne  Worth  was  of  so  high  a  pitch  that  it  needeth  no  flattering 
glasse  or  flourishing  varnish  of  soothing  words  to  set  of  his  Vertuous 
comportment  and  admired  Valour. 

Intending  therefore  with  the  rude  pensill  of  my  impolished  pen  to 

Fol.  4  D  limme  in  the  bright  Colours  of  1  Heroicall  exploits  the  picture  of  our 
pious  and  valiant  souldier  Sr  John  Digby,  I  will  follow  the  example 
of  picture-drawers,  who  first  prepare  their  table,  then  prime  it,  and 
lastly  having  ground  and  tempered  their  severall  colours  set  hand 
to  worke,  so  I  will  summarily  runne  over  his  Noble  pedigree, 
childhood,  youth,  and  Mans  Estate,  whereby  this  our  table  will 
bee,  as  I  hope,  sufficiently  disposed  to  admit  the  draught  and 
picture  of  the  most  materiall  and  remarkeable  passages  of  his  life, 
which  I  should  bee  glad  to  see  perfected  by  some  curious  Apelles. 

Sr  John  Sr  John  Digby  issuing  from  ancient  and  illustrious  Parentage  was 

korne  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  five, 
hee  seemed  even  with  his  nurses  milke  to  have  sucked  piety  and 
devotion,  and  was  trained  up  under  the  carefull  governement  and 

Digby^re-  vigilant  ey  of  his  discreetly  loving  mother  the   Lady  Digby  of 

full  to  traine  Gotehurst  in  Buckingham  shire,  who  although  shee  laboured  to  her 
utmost  to  informe  his  tender  understanding  (by  the  best  maisters 


ning.  shee  could  procure)  with  learning  and  other  laudable  1  qualities 

Fol.  5          best  sorting  with  a  gentleman,  wherein  according  to  his  age  hee 

eminently  advanced,  yet  her  prime  and  chief  endeavour  from  his 

very  infancy  was,  to  frame  and  mold  his  flexible  mind  to  vertue, 

and  enure  hym  even  from  his  cradle,  to  the  love  and  feare  of  God. 

Hiaobedien-      Wherefore  from  his  childish  years  he  gave  a  pregnant  proof  and 


|     a«"?  ^A^  hopefull  presage  of  his  ensuing  Worth,  when  hee  should  write  man. 
his  mother.    Though  by  his  tractable  disposition,  obsquious  duty,  and  loving 
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obedience  ;  hee  endeared  himself  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  the  Lady 
his  mother,  that  his  presence  was  a  singular  lenitive  and  qualifica- 
tion of  her  heart-aking  corrosived  manifols,  griefs,  and  heavy  crosses, 
shee  was  so  judiciously  tender  and  indulgent  to  her  sonne,  that 
not  withstanding  her  bowells  yearned  at  the  thought  of  her  depar- 
ture from  hym,  yet  shee  sacrifized  her  private  content  and  pleasure 
to  his  greater  and  future  good,  and  being  now  betwixt  thirteene  ^nj^ee  1S 
and  fourteene  yeares  of  age  sent  hym  into  Flaunders,  where  making  Flaunders. 
his  aboad  three  or  fouer  yeares  hee  perfected  and  polished  him-      Fol.  5  D 
self  If  in  the  liberal  sciences,  musique  and  French,  in  all  which  hee  Skilfull  in 
was  initiated  and  well  grounded  before  his  going.  sciences^ 

After  his  returne  and  short  stay  in  England,  where  with  his  good 
behaviour  and  gentile  carriage  hee  graced  the  places  from  whence 
hee  came,  hee  travailed  into  Italy,  and  having  deligently  employed  He  defen- 

his  studies  in  Philosophic  for  the  tearme  of  three  yeares,  he  defended  de*h  his 

..,  ,.  «     .        t  .    .        course  of 

his  whole  course  with  extraordinary  applauses  and  singular  opinion  philosophy. 

of  a  learned  scholler.     Having  continued  an  other  yeare  at  Florence 
and  Venice  the  better  to  enable  himself  in  the  perfect  knowledge  He  is  perfect 
of  the  Italian  tongue  and  other  points  of  civility  and   gentilenesse, 
hee  returned  againe  into  his  country,  where  hee  deservedly  among  J^lnto" 
all  sorte  and  condition  of  people  gained  the  generall  repute  and  Eng :  a  corn- 
style  of  a  rarely  qualified  young  gentleman.  pleat  Gent. 

Crossing  Italy  from  Genua  to  Venice  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  He  stran- 
thieves,  vulgarly  best  knowne  there  by  the  name  of  Bandits,  who  p^  fhieves. 
drawing  him  aside  1"  into  an  adjacent  Wood  with  intention  to  have          Fol.  6 
robbed   if   not  killed    hym,   upon   many  questions  discreetly  and 
undauntedly  answeared  by  hym,  they  were  so  taken,  that  making 
ostentation  of  great  store  of  treasure,  fruits  as  they  said  of  those 
seemingly  barren  mountaines,  they  importunely  invited  and  pressed 
hym  to  bee  their  captaine,  and  to  joyne  partner  and  share  with  them 
in  the  reaping  of  this  their  fertile  and  golden  Harvest  :  but  hee 
(inwardly  disdaning  in  his  mynd  so  debauched,  lewd  and  wicked 
course  of  life)  civilly  excusing  himself  as  already  engaged  in  the 
warres  which  he  could  not  wave  in  point  of  honour,  was  dismissed 
by  them  without  the  least  losse  or  hurt.     So  great  force  hath  a 
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discreet  civility  joyntly  with  a  manly  and  resolute  courage  to  winne 
upon  the  affections  of  men  otherwise  most  lewdly  given  and 
viciously  bent  to  all  villanie. 

Sr  John  after  his  arrivall  in  England  at  the  solicitation  and  earnest 
Fol.  6  D  request  of  the  now  right  Honble  H  Earle  of  Portland  accompanied 
He  goeth  to  hym  in  his  embassie  to  the  State  of  Venice,  where  our  Young 

Venice  wth     gro\ving   worthy    merited    the   stile    of    a    civill,    courteous    and 

ye  now  Earle  te  ' 

of  Portland,   well  bred   Cavalier,    a  name   among   them   and   forraine   nations 

of  singular  esteeme  and  honour.     He  became  so  gratious  in  that 
Court,  that  hee  was  offred  by  the  Duke  and  State  very  honble  and 
advantageous  entertaynement  and  yearly  large  revenues  upon  con- 
dition hee  would  thinke  well  to  stay  among  them,  but  hee  thanke- 
He  refuseth  fully  and  courteousley  refusing  their  kind  invitation,  and  desirous 
good  prefer-  to  use  j^s  best  talents  and  endowments  in  service  and  honour  of 
his  King  and  Country  if  occasion  should  offer  itself,  returned  with 
my  Lord  embassadour  into  England. 

His  conn-          Being  upon  the  seas  betwixt  Calais  and  Dover  and  encountred 

our  againsl!"  ^Y  a  Holland  man  of  warre  which  insteed  of  vailing  sayle,  dischar- 

a  Holland      ged  at  the   Kings  ship  wherein  the  Earle  was  wafted :    Sr  John 

Warre  nothing  amased  thereat  but  walking  confidently  upon  11  the  hatches, 

Fol.  7          animated  the  souldiers  and  mariners  to  maintaine  with  the  hazard 

of  their  lives  his  Maie9  knowne  right  and  soveraignety  at  sea.     The 

Hollanders  afterwards  enquired  what  gallant  young  man  hee  was, 

who  showed  such  an  undaunted  courage,  and  being  told,  answeared, 

they  thought  it  was  a  Digby. 

He  benefies       In  his  travailes  hee  seemed  to  have  imitated  the  industrious  bee, 

himself  by     £or  whereas  divers  other   English  Gentlemen  were  so  farre  from 
his  travailes. 

improving  themselves  thereby,  that  they  rather  gathered  thence 

the  banefull  Poison  of  vice,  depraved  manners  and  lewd  habits,  hee 
sucked  the  sweet  and  delicious  honey  of  Vertue,  Learning,  and 
laudable  and  good  qualities,  which  hee  stored  up  in  the  pure  Hive 
of  his  capacious  and  Heroicall  mind. 

I  will  not  insist  upon  his  skill  at  his  weapon  since  London  is  a 

sufficient  stage  of  dexterity  therein  both  in  jest  and  earnest,  witnesse 

Fol.  7  D      prime  fencers  and  others  though  good  sword-men,  who  having  H 
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once  maid  tryall  of  hym,  found  his  play  so  good  that  they  refused  He  was  skil- 

any  second  encounter.     Witnesse  also  valiant  Mr  Shelton,  who  of  ^J1  at  hls 

Weapon, 
an   enemy,   by   reason   of   his   courteous   usage   became   a  great 

honourer  and  admirer  of  his  deserving  worth  and   experienced 
valour. 

I  omit  likewise  as  notoriously  knowne  how  hee  questioned  and  He  questio- 
treated  Sr  John  Suckling  at  Nottingham- Bridge  in  the  righting  of  "etljrl?r  J°  : 
a  young  Lady  to  whome  hee  was  then  suitour,  upon  her  complaint 
of  being  wronged  by  Sr  John  Suckling  who  pretended  and  claymed 
greater  interest  in  her  then  ether  shee  or  her  f  rends  did  acknowledge. 
I  passe   also  in  silence  how  Sr  John  Suckling,  in  revenge  of  this 
affront  of  being  caned,  so  patiently  or  rather  dastardly  then  diges- 
ted, soone   after   most    cowardly   assaulted   him   at  Black-friers, 
where  hee  attended  with  his  owne  single  man  and  accompanied 
with  two  frends  then  casuallie  present,  without  any  hurt  worsted 
and  put  to  a  disgracefull  flight  11  Sr  John  Suckling  with  his  sixteen          Fol.  8 
partly  frends,  partly  hirelings  who  conspired  basely  to  have  mur-  He  worseth 
dered  hym  at  unawares  and  upon  so  great  a  disadvantage,  but  ^rJ°hnthUSk~ 
he  had  pinked  Sr  John  Sucklings  doublet  if  hee  had  not  bene  others  at 
secured  from  many  a  home-thrust  of  his  vigerous  arme  by  his  Blackfr  : 
coat    of    Maile.      Both  which   actions   loudly  speake  and  sound 
forth  his  confident  boldnesse,  his   high   spirited   resolution,  and 
skilfull  valour. 

So  desirous  was  hee  of  some  noble  enterprise  worthy  of  himself,  He  goeth  to 
that  he  put  to  sea  in  the  navy  Royall  well  manned  and  victualed  se_a  wth  y«  E. 
which  road  upon  the  Westerne  Coasts  to  cleare  the  ocean  from  whom  he 
roving  pyrates  and  to  hinder  the  incursion  and  inroad  of  forraine  ™as  kniSht- 
enemyes.     He  was  knighted  after  this   expedition  by   the   right 
Honble  the  Earle  of  Linsey  then  Lord  high  Admirall,  (who  afterwards 
being  his  Maties  Generall  was  unfortunately  slaine  at  Edge- Hill 
Battaile)  according  to  a  speciall  commission  which  his  Lordp  had 
receaved  from  his  Matie  IF  to  bestow  that  marke  of  honour  and      Fol.  8  D 
preminence  upon  those  whome  hee  should  find  to  bee  men  deser- 
ving it.     An  evident  testimony  of  the  extraordinary  opinion  so  sage, 
discreet  and  prudent  a  Lord  conceived  of  hym. 
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Studious  of  He  was  addicted  especially  in  later  yeares  to  thee  frequent  and 
Chivalry.  diligent  perusall  of  those  bookes  in  several  languages,  whose  scope 
and  ayme  was  practically  to  handle  martiall  affaires,  wherein  he 
MadeCornet  was  so  well  scene  that  the  right  Honble  Thomas  Earle  of  Arundell 
Arundeil°  Lord  Marshall  of  England  and  then  Lord  Generall  of  his  Majesties 
forces  in  the  first  Northerne  Expedition  against  the  Scots,  was  pleased 
to  entertaine  and  harbour  so  eminent  an  opinion  of  his  ability  and 
sufficiency  therein,  that  hee  made  choise  of  hym  for  Cornet  of  his 
Excellencies  owne  troop  (consisting  of  two  hundred  partly  knights 
and  gentlemen  of  faire  Estates  and  large  yearly  revenues)  under  his 
Lordps  sonne  Sr  William  Howard  now  Lord  Vis-count  Stafford. 
Fol.  9  In  which  office  and  employment  Sr  John  so  well  acquitted  IT 
himself,  that  the  managing,  ordering,  trayning  and  disciplining  the 
whole  troop  totally  relyed  upon  his  shouldiers,  which  trust  reposed 
in  hym  hee  discharged  with  singular  content  and  satisfaction  on  all 
sides,  though  his  paines  were  almost  incredible,  untill  the  seeming 
aerification  Pac^nca^on  was  concluded  and  hastily  shuffled  up,  and  the  kings 
flourishing  Armie  disbanded  which  if  it  had  vigorously  pursued  the 
best  advantages,  would  probably  have  put  a  happier  issue  and 
period  to  these  unfortunate  distempers,  and  stopped  the  swelling 
Flood-gates  of  so  much  innocent  and  Christian  blood,  which  over- 
flowing have  since  dyed  in  graine  and  empurpled  these  three  king- 
domes  which  once  were  thrice-happie  under  the  peacefull  and  mild 
Governement  of  his  sacred  Majestic,  our  lawfull  and  dread  Sover- 
aigne  King  Charles  who  in  after  ages  may  worthily  bee  entitled 
Charles  the  gratious. 

Fol.  9  D          About  the  feast  of  Sl  James  the  Apostle  IF  this  short  lived  pacifica- 
tion was  huddled  up  and  sworne  unto  on  both  sides  to  bee  kept 
inviolably,  whereupon  the  Kings  gallant  Army  levied  and  maintayned 
The  Kings     with  vast   expence   both   of   the  Royall  treasure  and  of   private 
banded*18"     subjects  was  hastily  dismissed,  and  though  the  Scots  seemingly 
did   the   same,  yet  their  comming  into  England  the  next  yeare 
argued  their  intentions  not  so  sincere.     For  when  they  perceaved 
that  the  cloud  of  so  powerfull  an  Army  which  hovering  over  their 
borders  menaced  their  King-dome,  by  the  gracious  beames  of  the 
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sunne  of  Mercy  shining  in  the  kings   breast  was  dispersed  they  The  Scots 
upon  new  pretexts  fomented  and  seconded  by  a  strong  faction  g^^reto 
within  the  bowells  of  this  Kingdome  raised  an  Army  to  compleat  England, 
their  march  into  England. 

The  spring  advancing,  and  the  noise  of  great  preparations  in 
Scotland  being  hightned,  a  new  Royall  Army  both  of  Cavalerie  and 
Infantery  is  suddenly  set  on  foot  to  make  head  against  them  in  case 
of  entring  England.     The  right  Honble  Algernon  IF  Earle  of  North-        Fol.  10 
umberland  declared  Generall  issued  forth  divers   commissions  to 
sondry  well  deserving  Knights  and  gentlemen  to  raise  troops  out  of  He  is  made 
hand.     Among  the  first  hee  was  pleased  to  grace  our  Knight  with  Horse° 
one,  which  no  sooner  came  to  light  and  was  blazed  about  the  towne 
but  in  few  days  (an  evident  and  pregnant  signe  how  much  was 
respected  and  honored)  so  many  came  flocking  in  to  hym,  volun- 
tarily profering  their  service  to  bee  listed  under  hym  that  suddenly  He  speedily 
hee  picked  and  chose  out  of  them  a  full  troop  of  gallant,  stout  and  n?s™roopand 
proper  men  and  resolute  souldiers  and  furnished  divers  other  com-  furnisheth 
manders  with  competent  numbers. 

He  chose  for  his  Lieutenant  Mr  John  Smith   (young  sonne  to  Hechooseth 
the  noble  and  vertuous  Lady  Smith  of  Arshby  Fallovillein  Lecester  ^{t°hhfor 
shire  and  brother  to  Charles  Lord  Carington)  who  then  in  the  Low-  his  Lieute- 
Countries  by  his  valour  had  purchased  the  repute  and  esteeme  of  a  nant- 
well   experienced  and  skilfull  Commander  and  II  was   afterward    Fol.  10  D 
knighted  at  Edge  hill  for  nobly  and  valiantly  with  eminent  hazard  of 
his  life  rescuing  the  Kings  standart  Royall  in  the  possession  of  the 
ennemy.     His  Cornet  was  Mr  William  Twingham  now  onely  sonne 
and  heyre  to  Sr  Thomas  Twingham  of  Twingham  in  Buckingham- 
shire, a  hansome,  civill  and  well  bred  gentleman. 

His  troop  in  a  very  short  tyme  perfectly  compleated  and  in  fit 
equipage  to  march  was  mustered  first  in  Hide  Parke  with  generall  His  troop 
applause,  and  approbation  both  of  the  men  and  horses,  secondly  Hid^^rk11 
soone  after  at  Newport  Pagnell  in  Buckingham-shire.     Whence  and  at  New 
afterwards  his  troop  hastned  to  Newcastle  upon  Tine,  where  hee  port> 
was  much  esteemed  both  by  the  prime  and  chief  Comaunders  and 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  country  round  about. 
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The  Scots  at  Newborne  nere  unto  Newcastle  (where  with  little 

or  no  resistance  they  passed  the  river)  felt  the  ponderous  weight  of 

Fol.  11        his  martiall  f  arme,  when  commaunded  by  Commissary  Generall 

He  secureth  Wilmot  to  assist  hym  in  securing  the  retreat  of  the  remainder  of 

ye  foots          ^6  Kings  Horse,  and  of  the  body  of  Foot  which  otherwise  would 
retreat 

runne  apparent  hazard  to  bee  cut  of  every  man,  he  was  assigned 

to  lead  up  the  right  hand  file  in  the  charge,  but  those  two  or  three 

Sir  John  his  troopes  suddenly  wheeled  of  and  speeded  after  the  rest  to  Durham, 

chafV^aS  leavinS  gr  John  with  his  sin£le  tro°P  engaged  against  the  whole 

the^fottish   Army  of  the  Scottish  horse  to  undergoe  the  unequall  shock  of  the 

Horse.  overpowering  Ennemy  advancing  in  a  firme  and  united  body.     Yet 

his  troop  with  their  swords   in   hands  opened  and  forced  their 

way   after   their    brave   Leader,    untill   a   Regiment   of    Lanciers 

flanking  and  traversing  them  disordered  their  ranks  and  severed 

them   to   their   unspeakable  grief  from  themselves,  their  colours 

and  Captaine. 

Mr  Jo-Richar-     ln   the   interim  Sr  John  with  two  of  his  stout  troopers  better 

k?ancTStriC~  mounted  then  the  rest,  charged  thorough  the  Army  of  the  Scottish 

Fol.  11  D    Horse  with  extraordinary  execution  IF  hee  rid  on  a  high  spirited 

Sylver  sides,  horse  though  easily   managed,  which  being  wounded  in  sondry 

places  both  of  the  neck  and  breast,  frequently  reared  and  admitted 

in  his  owne  body  the  shot  levelled  at  his  riders  head  ;  this  gallant 

palfery  in  the  second  thorough  charge  by  reason    of   his  many 

mortall  wounds  and  losse  of  blood  began  to  faulter  and  sinking 

In  his  fall      un(jer  his  burthen  cast  his  maister,  yet  without  other  hurt  then  losse 

his  helmet,     of  his   helmet  which   could  not  bee  recovered  by  his  two  faithfull 

Achates    and    collaterall  champions  with  other   of   his   troopers 

casually  then  meeting,  who  with  much  difficulty  and  danger  in 

regard  of  the  pressing  ennemie,  remounted  hym,  when  the  Scots 

perceaved  hym  bareheaded  and  without  his  helmet  they  made  at 

him  more  furiously  then  before,  but  God  vouchsafed  to  bee  his 

TotectedUlly  helmet  and  overshadowed  his  head  wonderfully  with  the  heavenly 

from  hurt,      shield  of  his  holy  protection  in  this  day  of  battaile,  for  nether  by 

Fol.  12        sword,  carbine  nor  pistol  f  which  pell-mell  were  brandished  and 

discharged  at  his  bare  head,  and  came  so  near  that  his  face  glowed 
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with  the  heat  of  the  fire  issuing  from  them  was  hee  ether  hurt  or 
touched. 

Soone  after  the  horse,  as  having  now  performed  his  office  in 
carrying  his  gallant  maister  of  from  among  his  enemies,  fell  dead 
under  hym,  when  hee  made  what  hast  hee  could  towards  his  man  His  horse 
holding  nere  at  hand  one  of  his  Live-horses,  but  before  hee  was  ^eth  under 
able  to  recover  it  being  on  foot  and  surcharged  with  his  heavy 
armes,  was  surrounded  and  environed  by  the  enemy  and  became 
their  war  like  prisoner,  and  to  a  chief  commaunder  asking  hym  his  He  is  taken 
name  ;  my  name  hee  answered  is  Digby,  then  saith  hee  /  believe  P/1Sgne[  by 
you  are  a  papist  and  I  have  maid  a  resolution  to  give  no  quarter  to 
any  papist. 

Sr  John  courageously  and  undauntedly  replied  ST I  am  a  Roman  His  resolute 
Catholique  and  so  am  resolved  to  live  and  dy  :  at  which  resolute  1f    pQj   ^  n 
answeare  the  coronell  admiring  said,  ST  because  you  are  so  gallant 
and  noble  a  gentleman,   the  least  haire  of  your  head  shall  not  bee 
touched  by  whom  and  the  rest  of  the  Scottish  commaunders  and  The  Scots 
nobility  during  his  emprisonment  in  Newcastle   hee  was  treated  Sallanf 
with  singular  respect,  civilitie  and  courtesie.     A  rare  president  to 
bee  imitated  by  all  souldiers  towards  their  prisoners. 

Sr  John  as  hee  was  led  to  the  Scottish  quarters,  where  he  lay  all  sr  John  lieth 
night  in  the  field  ill  accommodated  of  all  necessaries  (a  cold  comfort  ^^^  m 
and  refreshment  after  so  hot,  gallant  and  long  service)  hee  saw  in 
the  way  one  of  his  footmen  lying  on  the  ground  with  his  face 
downeward.     There  lies,  saith  hee,  dead  one  who  living  was  my  man 
at  whose  voice  the  servant  joyfully  starting  up,  was  unmeasurably 
glad  for  his  maisters  life  whome  hee  conceaved  also  dead  though 
sorrowfull  for  his  captivity,  wherein  he  was  licenced  by  the  Scots 
to  waite  upon  hym  as  formerly.  IF  Fol.  13 

In  the  tyme  of  his  restraint  the  Scottish  Commaunders  highly  The  Scots 
extolled  his  approved  and  tryed  valour  ;  and  much   wondered  at  use ,  ym  w, 
his  strange  and  unusuall  temper,    adding  they  had  never  scene 
nor  met  with  such  a  man  whome  they  could  nether  see  moved  to  de 
indignation  and  wrath  inticed  to  drinke,  nor  allured  to  speake  ill  temper, 
of  others,   and    free    from  other    vices  incident  to  many  men   ; 
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A  notable      which    elogium    and    commendation    uttered  by  the    mouthes   of 

testimony  of  professed  ennemies  doth    remarkeably  set  of  the    lustre   of   his 
Enemies. 

innocent  and  vertuous  Life,  and  noble  worth. 

His  troop  His  troop  shrewdly  shattered  and  diminished  was  rallied  togeather 

rallied  by      by  tne  prudent  and  vigilant  care  of  their  gallant  Lieutenant  Smith, 
and  repaired  to  their  unwillingly  forsaken  colours  with  sad  and 
heavy  hearts  for  the  losse  of  their  noble  captaine,  whome  generall 
report  and  belief  for  divers  dayes  confirmed  dead,  when  they  were 
Fol.  13  D    acertayned  that  hee  was  alive,  and  not  wrounded  but  prisoner  11  they 
were  restlesse  untill  they  could  finde  some  fit  opportunity  to  fall 
upon  some  of  the  Scottish  forces  whereby  they  hoped  to  compasse 
his  liberty  by  some  equivalent   exchange.     Wherefore   the   brave 
His  troop       Lieutenant  with  his  forlorne  troop  was  desirous  to  quarter  nere 
nere^61'      tne  frontiers  of  the  Enemie,  both  to  keep  them  from  annoying  the 
Enemy.         country  or  if   upon  confidence  of  their  late  successe  at  Newborne 
(where  they  found  not  such  a  valiant  resistance  as  might  have  bene 
expected  from    true  bred   English  men  issuing  from  Ancestours 
which  had  erected  many  noble  trophies  of  their  signall  Victories 
both  in  Scotland,  France  and  elsewhere)  they  should  presume  to 
venture  out  in  parties,    they  might    perhaps    come    short   home, 
which  hapned  not  long  after  at  Stapleton  nere  Richmond,  where 
the  Lieutenant  so  discreetly  and  advisedly  managed  his  designe 
(as  already  hath  bene  set  forth  at  large  by  a  good  pen)  that  having 
killed  divers  uP°n  the  Place  hee  brought  Sr  Archibald  Douglasse 
taken  by  his  high  sheriffe  of  Tinedale  and  commaunder  1"  in  chief  with  many 
Lieutenant.    officers  and  gofers  prisoner  to  his  Ma1*'  then  residing  at  Yorke, 
where  the  gallant  Lieutenant  was  receaved  with  extraordinary  joy 
and  universall  acclamations,  and  generall  applause  of  his  Heroicall 
Valour. 

This   business    so  seasonably  and  happily  atchived  did  much 
facilitate  and  hasten  the  mutuall  exchange  of  prisoners  on  both 
Sr  John  is      sides  accorded  and  agreed  unto  upon  a  second  pacification,  where- 
released        unto  kis  Matle  was  pleased  gratiously  to  condescend  being  loath  to 
sonment.       spill  his  subjects  blood  and  engage  his  two  Kingdomes  in  a  Nationall 
Warre,  hoping  by  his  so  exemplar  Mercie  and  Indulgence  to  reduce 
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the  refractorie  and  discontented  Scots  to  their  Loyaltie  and 
obedience  ;  yet  this  pacification  proved  but  of  short  continuance,  Pacification 
for  like  a  fire  raked  up  in  ashes  it  kept  alive  the  hot  coales  of 
dissension,  which  having  the  supplie  of  the  new  fewell  of  disgusts 
and  jealousies,  soone  after  broke  forth  into  an  open  flame,  and  hath 
set  both  the  kingdomes  or  rather  all  three  in  a  miserable  and 
hitherto  unquencheable  combustion. 

1F  You  may  more  easilie  conceave  then  I  expresse  in  words  how    Fol.  14  D 
joyfull  meeting  and  greeting  there  was  at  Yorke  betwixt  Sr  John  ^gtj-°yf ^ 
and  his  brave  Lieutenant  how  cheerefull  was  his  faithfull,  though  sr  John  and 
now  small  and  shrunck  troop,  revived  at  his  long  desired  presence.  h 

The  Earle  of  Straford  then  Lieutenant  Generall  expressely  and  Yorke. 
peremptorily    commaunded  Sr  John  against   the  next   muster  to  Bycomaund 
make  his  troop  compleat  againe  with  men  and  horses,  which  having  straford  he 
donne  accordingly  with  his  almost  exhausted  and  wasted  fortunes,  compleat- 
presently  by  order  from  both  houses  of  Parliament  hee  with  all  of  tero0plb 

his  profession  and  Religion  was  cashired  out  of  his  Matie8  Army.  , 

*"  J     Hee  is  dis- 

which  hard  measure  hee  bore  with  great  aequanimity  and  patience,  banded. 

and  prudent  discretion. 

Hee  lived  privatily  and  retiredly  in  the  Countrie  with  the  Lady  His  private 
his  mother,  where  hee  gave  to  all  with  whome  hee  conversed  and  country  llfe- 
treated  no  lesse  evident  instances  of  his  true,  solid  and  Christian  His  vertues. 
Vertues  then  hee  had  formerly  given  of  his  matchlesse  prowesse 
and  generous  resolution.     Hee  continued  this  course  not  intermed- 
dling on  IF  ether  side  untill  by  his  hard  usage  and  emprisonment  by        Fol.  15 
the  Parliament  hee  was  enforced  and  necessitated  thereunto  and 
not  permitted  to  enjoy  himself  and  freedome  as  formerly  at  home 
as  shall  shortly  appeare. 

Now  was  a  tyme  for  hym  of  vocation  devoid  of  all  action, 
wherefore  loath  to  sit  idly  when  probably  there  might  bee  occasion 
of  doing  his  king  and  country  service,  to  which  hee  was  not  admitted, 
but  debared  and  discharged,  willing  to  absent  himself  from  the 
heart-piercing  sight  of  Englands  miseries  which  weary  of  the 
prosperous  and  long  happinesse  it  enjoyed  went  about  to  engulf 
itself  into  the  dangerous  whirepoole  of  a  destructive  and  unnaturall 
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warre,  hee  consented  to  the  request  and  motion  of  the  right  Honble 

Hee  went      Thomas  Earle  of  Arundell  and  his  Countesse  with  them  to  waite 

Arunddi  to    llp°n  queene  mother  into  Germany  where  hee  hoped  to  bee  out  of 

wait  on  C  :    the  ungratfull  hearing  of  our  home-bred  calamities,  but  in  vaine 

Germ1"10      ror  li  was  a  Sreat  heart-burning  to  hym  to  observe  other  nations 

Fol.  15  D    laugh  and  scorne  at  our  Feares  and  Jealousies.  ^ 

Hee  is  much      When  hee  landed  in  Holland,  hee  was  looked  upon  by  all  with 

Holland*1  ™  the  eves  °*  resPecti  honour  and  admiration  for  Fame  with  her 

sylver  trumpet  had  alreadie  shrilly  entoned  the  high  renowne  of 

his  personall  deserts,  and  brave  and  heroicall  atchievements  especi- 

ally in  his  late  encounter  at  Newborne  against  the  Scots,  wherefore 

she  had   already   chaulked  hym  out,  like   a   diligent   harbinger, 

against  his  arrivall,  lodgings  in  the  innes  of  Mens  Hearts  of  all 

ranks  and  quality  :  yet  when  they  saw  his  proper,  comely  and 

gallant  personage,  so  richly  garnished  with  the  precious  Gemmes 

of  a  courtly  civility  and  grave  modestie  and  graced   with  such 

singular  courtesie  and  affabilitie,  free  from  affectation,  singularity, 

vanitie  and  ostentation,  hee  gained  more  upon  their  affections,  and 

wove  himself  insensibly  into  the  webbe  of  their  high  valuation  and 

great  esteeme. 

Hee  waiteth  He  waited  upon  the  Queene  of  Bohemia  (sister  to  our  gratious 
Bohemia.'  Of  Soveraigne  King  Charles)  at  her  Court  in  Holland  by  whome  hee  was 
Fol.  16  most  respectfullie  treated  1  and  her  M1*  afterwards  upon  occasion 
The  Que-  vouchsafed  to  declare  what  an  estimate  shee  made  of  hym,  which 
is  more  highly  to  bee  valewed  proceeding  from  the  princely 
mouth  of  so  sage,  discreet  and  well  qualified  a  queene.  Here  he 
had  the  honour  to  see  and  admire  that  peerelesse  Princesse  her 
The  Que-  of  eldest  daughter,  concerning  whome  after  his  returne  hee  framed 
eldest™*"  this  judgment  that  hee  thought  shee  was  the  most  modest,  grave,  well 

daughter       spoken  universally  learned  and  naturcly  judicious  young  princesse  hee 
commended  fl// 


Going  in  a  Boat  upon  the  Rhene  towards  Colen  and  discovering 

Hee  escapes  an  Ambuscade  hee  alarmed  with  his  carbin  the  Countesse  her  Con- 

danger.         vev  at  a  g°od  distance  of,  and  eschieved  that  present  danger  by 

putting  the  souldiers  to  a  fearfull  flight,  but  shortly  after  both  the 
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Countesse  and  hee  standing  upon  the  Decke  very  narrowly  escaped 
the  shot  of  a  musquet,  who  were  no  sooner  under  the  hatches 
but  a  whole  voley  of  musquets  plaied  upon  the  boat  yet  without 
hurt,  f  Fol.  16  D 

Having  waited  severall  tymes  upon  Queene  Mother  at  Colen  by 
whome  hee  was  specially  graced  and  taking  leave  of  the  Earle 
with  his  noble  Countesse  who  civilly  importuned  his  longer  conti- 
nuance hee  went  to  Aquisgrane  where  making  his  demurre  a  short 
tyme  in  his  way  to  Liege  hee  often  was  endangered  by  thievish 
souldiers  who  way-laid  hym,  but  hee  so  discreetly  and  couragious- 
ly  ordered  the  busnies  that  hee  stopped  their  mouthes  and  mus-  He  escapeth 


quets  ayming  at  hym  and  his  man,  with  good  words  and  a  largesse, 


wherewith   they   departed   content,    and    hee   through    Flanders 
arrived  safe  in  England. 

When  upon  his  returne  hee  found  that  the  unhappie  misunder- 
standings and  differences  betwixt  the  King  and  his  Parliament  of 
England  were  hightened  by   new7  disgusts  hee  retired  into   the 
country  living  quietly  for  a  tyme  with  the   Lady  his  Mother,  and  His  quiet 
partly  applied  himself  to  his  studies,  and  partly  followed  the  most  L°f"n  r 
laudable  and  best  Gentleman-like  IF  sports  and  recreations  with        Fol.  17 
Knights  and  Gentlemen  his  kind  neighbours;  who  so  much  observed 
and  respected  hym  that  his  presence  seemed  to  checke  and  banish  His  presence 
any  lesse  modest  or  civill  word  or  behaviour.  Vice. 

Soone  after  the  fight  at  Edge-hill  which  opened  the  Sluce  as  it 
were  to  so  much  blood-shed  in  this  our  afflicted  kingdome,  passing 
out  of  Rutland  towards  Gotehurst  the  house  of  the  Lady  his  Mother, 
and  not  dreaming  or  apprehending  any  the  least  danger,  riding  in 
a  peacable  yea  hunting  or  coursing  garbe  and  posture  with  his  He  is  taken 
men  and  dogs,  hee  was  encountred  on  the  Road  nere  Welling- 


borrow  by  some  Parliament  troopes,  who  in  an  opprobrious  man-  carried  to 
ner  dismounting  and  disarming  hym  and  his  men  of  their  swords  to°  4 
which  were  their  onely  weapons  disgracefully  conveyed  them  to  He  is  corn- 
Northampton  upon  sory  spittle  jades    scarse  able  to  creep  and  mitted  to  ye 
craule  under  them  :  where  Sr  John  by  the  Committee  was  given  in  Marsh: 
charge  to  the  provost  marshall,  who  at  exceeding  charges  1"  kept    Fol.  17  D 
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hym  in  a  chamber  not  permitting  hym  to  stirre  a  foot  without  the 
Marshalls  man  gave  his  attendance  upon  hym,  which  affront  hee 
much  resenting  addressed  himself  to  the  Committee  and  desired 
ether  to  bee  set  free  as  conscious  to  hymself  of  his  owne  innocency 
not  having  bene  active  on  ether  side,  nor  stirred  scarse  one  night 
from  hime  for  a  long  tyme  as  appeared  by  different  certificates,  or, 
that  I  may,  saith  hee,  walke  in  the  Streets  with  my  owne  man  and 
my  sword  by  my  side  or  a  Cane  in  my  hand  like  a  Gentleman  and 
my  self,  and  not  with  the  Marshalls  man,  the  badge  of  a  rogue  at  my 
heeles. 

The  Committee  promissing  to  take  his  request  into  their  serious 
consideration  dismissed  hym  to  the  Marshalls  House,  and  having 
acquainted  the  House  of  Commons  with  his  restraint,  though  by 
letters  they  aknowledged  they  could  lay  nothing  to  his  charge  yet 
they  ordered  his  person  should  bee  secured.  A  pittifull  World  in 
the  meane  tyme,  when  Gentlemen  at  their  sports  shall  without 
commission  and  cause  bee  seized  upon  and  emprisoned  though 
avouched  innocent. 

IF  It  was  conceited  it  seemeth  by  the  Committee  that  hee  was  not 
safe  enough  at  Northampton  wherefore  they  sent  hym  under  a 
guard  to  London,  and  waiting  some  howers  in  the  cold  after  a 
wet  and  wilesome  journy,  not  admitted  into  the  house  nor  question- 
ed about  any  thing,  was  by  a  peremptory  order  from  the  House 
of  Commons  commaunded  to  the  Fleet,  where  hee  was  detayned 
at  exorbitant  charges ;  in  all  which  interim  of  half  a  yeare  hee  was 
never  summoned  to  appeare  before  the  Parliament,  nor  any  the 
least  reason  alleaged  of  his  undeserved  restraint.  At  length  find- 
ing his  meanes  daily  grow  short,  nether  the  Lady  his  Mother  nor 
his  Brother  Sr  Kenelme  being  able  to  supply  his  wants,  their 
Estates  being  sequestred  by  the  Parliament  in  behalf  of  their 
Religion,  fearing  least  hee  might  bee  driven  to  great  exigents,  hee 
made  a  hansome  and  cleanely  escape  out  of  prison,  and  having  for 
some  space  concealed  himself  in  London  till  the  enquiry  and  search 
was  over,  in  a  meane  disguise  arrived  safe  at  Oxford,  where  hee 
was  welcomed  by  all  with  excessive  joy. 
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H  He  was  suddainely  entertayned  by  his  Majestic  againe  in  his    Fol.  18  D 
Warres  and  enabled  with  a  Commission  to  raise  for  his  service  a  His  Majesty 
Regiment  of  Horse.   Divers  of  his  troopers  in  his  absence  having  fo^Sse0™' 
listed    themselves   under    other    Commaunders,  with   speed   and  Regiment. 
cheerefulnesse  repaired  with  hym  upon  the  first  knowledge  of  his  Divers 


longed  for  freedome  bringing  with  them  Arnies,  Horses  and  all  the 


appurtenances  of  a  souldier,  who  were  soone  imitated  by  sondry 
others  of  good  fashion  and  quality  which  sufficiently  argued  the 
generall  and  great  love  borne  unto  hym  by  the  souldiery,  who  were 
highly  conceited  of  his  solid  judgment  in  martiall  affaires,  and 
knew  his  provident  care  in  ordering  and  securing  them  from  the 
enemie,  and  lastly  were  not  ignorant  of  his  undaunted  valour  where 
with  hee  couragiously  led  them  upon  any  charge  though  never  so 
dangerous. 

Hee  had  from  the  beginning  of  his  engagement  in  the  Warres  a 
vigilant  ey  that  his  troopers  should  no  way  wrong  or  prejudice  the  Hee  was 
Country  where  they  came  as  Newport  Pagnell  in  Buckingham-shyre  tcTwrong0 
can  beare  H  witnesse,  for  having  there  mustered  his  troop  when  hee  y*  Country. 
went  captaine  into  the  North,  hee  would  not  permit  any  of  his        Fol.  1  9 
men  to  stirre  a   foot  upon  their   march,   before   all  reckonings  in 
the  towne  were   discharged,  and  both  then  and  at  other    tymes 
rather  then  any  should  suffer  hee   disbursed  his  owne   money  : 
and   againe   now  being  Colonell  upon  complaint  from    Newport 
and   there   abouts  that   some   of  his   troopers    had   wurried   the 
country,    hee  issued   forth    his  warrant    written    with  his   owne 
hand  to  bee  read  there  publiquely  on  the  market  day,  the  tenour  He  send  his 
whereof  was,  that  if  such  of  his  souldiers  who  without  his  know- 


ledge  or  permission  had  absented  themselves  from  their  quarters  his  souldiers 
and  plundered  the  country  did  not  returne   with  certaine  prefixed  " 

dayes  to  give  an  account  of  themselves,  and  to  receave  condigne 
punishment,  if  convicted  of  misdemeanours,  hee  declared  them 
thereby  cashired  and  dismissed  from  his  Regiment,  willing  and 
requiring  the  constable  and  others  in  case  of  refusall,  and  upon 
their  persisting  in  their  former  villanies  to  apprehend  them  1F  by  Fol.  19  D 
strong  hand  and  bring  them  to  his  quarters  to  bee  punished  suitably 
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to  their  demerits  that  they  might  bee  a  president  to  others  not  to 
attempt  the  like. 

Upon  his  comming  to  Newport  with  noble  Colonell  Morgan  hee 
showed  great  displeasure  against  some  of  the  commaunded  men  of 
other  troops  (who  in  absence  of  their  owne  officers  are  hard  to  bee 
civilized  and  well  governed)  when  hee  was  informed,  they  had 
abused  or  wronged  any,  yea  so  zealous  hee  was  herein  that  him- 
self unhorsing  some,  caused  the  horses  to  bee  restored  to  their 
owners,  as  Lathburg  nere  Newport  can  well  testifie. 

Hee  most  usually  was  quartered  in  places  of  most  eminent  danger, 
and  neerest  to  the  enemy,  and  consequently  most  liable  to  a  sur- 
prize by  beating  up  quarters  in  the  night,  if  his  watchfull  care  and 
prudent  manage  of  his  charge  had  not  shielded  both  hymself  and 
others.  In  the  night  hys  men  successively  and  by  turnes  were 
upon  their  duties,  and  about  breake-of-day,  the  ordinary  tyme  of 
such  night-walkers  exploit  hee  in  the  head  of  his  men  would  bee 
at  a  Rende-vous  in  some  common  or  field  out  f  of  towne,  in  fit 
posture  to  receave  the  ennemy  if  hee  would  or  durst  approach,  in 
the  interim  sending  out  scouts  several  wayes,  upon  whose  returne 
understanding  all  coasts  were  free  hee  commaunded  his  Men  to 
betake  themselves  if  they  would  to  their  rest  interrupted  by  their 
necessarie  and  nightly  duties.  Which  course  if  it  had  bene  taken 
by  all  the  Kings  Commaunders  since  the  dismall  beginning  of  these 
unfortunate  and  uncivilly  Civill  Warres:  London- Pamphleters  would 
not  so  much  have  vapoured  and  insulted  over  the  drowsie  and  lesse 
vigilant  Cavaliers  then  the  duty  of  their  place  and  Office  justly 
required. 

I  will  not  so  much  wrong  his  never  dying  memory  to  silence 
that  remarkeable  victory  achieved  by  his  Maties  Forces  against 
Sr  William  Waller  at  Round-way  Downes  nere  the  Vize  in  Wilt 
shire  (the  same  day  and  hower  as  Naworth  learnedly  observeth 
when  in  their  Maties  the  King  and  Queen  happily  met  at  Edge-hill 
after  her  returne  out  of  Holland)  In  which  Victory  the  Regiments 
of  Sr  John  and  11  gallant  Colonell  Morgan  bore  a  great  share,  who  at 
the  speciall  solicitation  and  procurement  of  his  Highnesse  Prince 
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Maurice  marching  day  and  night  united  themselves   (beyond  all  Col.  Morg: 
expectation  and  belief  of  the  Ennemy  who  thought  all  sure  and  the 
day  their  owne)   to  the  body  of  the   Kings   Horse  though   farre  Victory 
inferiour  to  the  number  of  the  Enemy. 

In  this  famous  Battaile  Sr  John  commaunded  a  strong  Body  of 
Horse,   where- with  hee  fell  upon  Sr  Arthur  Haslerigs  Cuirassiers  Sr  John  rous- 
with  such  resolution  and  dexterity  that  many  being  killed  upon  the  Haseirigs m 
place  hee  put  the  rest   to  a  shamefull  route  in  which  encounter  Cuirassiers. 
Sr  Arthur  himself  was  grievously  wounded,  but  soone  after  these 
Cuirassiers  rallying  againe  at  a  distance  upon  a  second  charge  made 
by  Sr  John  were  forced  to  trust  more  to  their  horses  heeles  then 
their  owne  hands,  yet  many  made  more  hast  then  good  speed,  for  getll  tnem 
in  their  swift  horse-race  riding  upon  the  spurre  downe  the  then  againe. 
slippery  hills  some  broke  their  owne  necks,  or  their  horses  or  both. 

Our  Martiall  Knight  11    on  the  plaine  following  the  chase  in  the        Fol.  21 
poursuite  with  some  of   his   best  horsed  over-topped  them  and 
compelled  them  sore  against  their  Will  to  an  ungratefull  stand,  tI^I£ursueth 
necessitating  them  ether  to  fight  or  yield  themselves  Prisoners. 

Sr  John  observing  the  maine  body  of  foot  to  stand  on  a  neigh-  He  and  his 
bouring  hill  in  Battaglia,  resolved  to  give  them  also  a  full  charge,  sjnSle  m^n 
wherefore  ranking  in  their  files  and  marshalling  his  men,  hee  com-  Body  of  foot, 
maunded  that  when  by  making  a  circuit  they  had  gained  the  hill, 
and  were  come  at  a  competent  distance,  they  should  suddenly  ride 
in  with   full  speed   upon  them  and  disorder  their   ranks,  but  it 
seemeth,  they  mistaking  his  commaund  wheeled  on  the  contrary 
hand  to  his  directions,  notwithstanding   which  errour,  hee  accom- 
panied but  with  one  man  confidently  marched  up  close  unto  them 
and  almost  round  about  them  ;   (though  in  the  meane  space  many 
fierce  voleys  though  in  vaine  and  without  hurt  played  upon  them) 
and  returned  to  the  Body  IF  of  horse  which  stood  in  the  bottome    Fol.  21  D 
and  gazed  with  admiration  of  his  resolute  and  venturous  attempt. 

The  foot  now  seeing  themselves  abandoned  by  their  Army  of  The  foot 
Horse  which  was  long  since  fled  out  of  the  field,  and  amated  with  themselves 
the  confident  boldnessse  of  Sr  John  whome  they  saw  making  ready  fly- 
for  a  charge,  throwing  downe  their  musquets,  swords,  bandeliers 
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and  coats  made  them  selves  as  light  as  they  could  to  runne  for  their 
lives.  The  King  Horse  in  part  giving  them  as  it  were  law,  (like 
eager  grayhounds  let  out  of  slips)  broke  forth  into  speedy  pour- 
suance  of  them  ;  but  the  pittifull  heart  of  his  Highnesse  Prince 
Maurice  could  not  brooke  it  to  see  voluntarily  disarmed  men  to  bee 
exposed  to  a  bloody  massacre  of  the  victorious  conquerours,  where- 
fore he  strictly  commaunded  to  receave  them  to  mercy  and  give 
them  faire  quarter,  wherein  hee  was  obeyed.  Many  prisoners 
were  brought  unto  his  Highnesse,  whome  understanding  to  bee 
pressed  men,  after  H  that  by  his  appointment  they  had  gathered  up 
their  owne  and  their  horse-mens  armes  which  lay  thick  scattered 
in  the  field,  and  had  loaded  them  in  carts,  upon  Oath  never  to 
fight  against  their  Sovereigne,  hee  set  them  free  licencing  them  to 
repaire  to  their  homes.  The  Kings  Army  in  this  wronderfull 
Victory  consisting  but  of  Horse  onely,  and  but  a  handefull  in  com- 
parison of  theirs  both  horse  and  foot,  became  hereby  absolute 
Maisters  of  the  field,  armes,  Ordinance  Carriages  and  all  their  amun- 
ition ;  wherefore  this  Victorie  so  successef ully  and  seasonably  pour- 
chased  saved  or  rather  wonne  the  whole  west  which  then  lay  at  stake. 

So  great  was  the  opinion  generally  conceived  of  Sr  John  in  the 
Kings  Army  that  whatsoever  enterprize  was  difficult  and  hazardous 
the  Commaunders  in  chief  usually  imposed  upon  hym,  which  hee 
never  refused  nor  waved  but  cheerefully  embraced,  for  they  well 
knew  his  often  tryed  valour,  relyed  upon  his  solid  Judgment  and 
discretion  in  ordering  and  managing  If  warlike  affaires  and  were 
most  confident  of  his  unquestionable  trust  and  Fidelity. 

Wherefore  when  the  Earle  of  Essex  was  on  his  march  towards 
the  relief  of  Gloucester  then  besieged  by  the  King  in  person 
Sr  John  was  commaunded  by  his  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  to  stay 
behind  upon  the  advance  of  the  Kings  Cavalierie  to  bring  up  the 
reare  with  about  three  hundred  troopers  and  Dragons,  and  to 
hinder  the  Ennemie  if  possible  from  falling  upon  them  in  their 
march.  Sr  John  his  Sergeant  Major  Brookebanke  (a  gallant  man 
and  skilfull  souldier  afterwards  taken  at  Grafton  and  shot  to  death 
at  S*  Albans  by  the  Earle  of  Essex  his  order  for  having  deserted  the 
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Parliament  service  after  the  Battaile  at  Edge- Hill)  made  earnest  Shot  at 
suite  to  Prince  Rupert  then   Commaunder  in  chief  to  accompany 
his  much  respected  Colonell  in  this  enterprize  of  so  great  concer-  Hee.  J5pcorm~ 
nement  and  liable  to  so  eminent  danger,  wherein  hee  behaved  John  and 
himself  most  courageously  and  wonne  deservedly  much  1T  praise  jj?navf>tn 
and  commendations  and  merited  his  lasting  renowne  should  live  valiantly, 
among  men  by  an  honourable  mention  of  his  Prowesse  and  Valour.        Fol.  23 
That  brave    vertuous,    and    flowre  of   English    Gentry    Colonell 
Morgan  much  endeared  to  Sr  John  solicited  hee   with   his  men  refused  by 

might  bee  licensed  to  ioyne  with  hym  but  his  boone  to  his  great  Pt  RuP-to 

goe  with 
resentment  was  refused.  Sr  John. 

Before  Sr  John  his  arrivall  the  Parliament  forces  had  already 
maid  them  selves  Maisters  of  Pecldington  Bridge  in  Oxford-shire,  Peddington 
and  had  manned  it  with  a  strong  guard  of  troopers  and  Dragooners,  n^  §y  ™an' 
with  whome  they  had  also  lined  the  hedges  and  lane.     Sr  John  Parl. 
endeavoured  to  possesse   himself  of  the   Bridge  but  not  at  first 
prevailing  hee  used  many  notable  and  souldier-like  stratagemes  to 
draw  them  if  hee  could  compasse  it  from  their  great  advantages  ; 
wherefore  hee  cunningly  disposed  certaine  Dragons  privily  in  an  §r  j0^n 
Ambush  behind    a    Banke  bordering  upon  an  adjacent  meadow  disposeth  an 
then  sent  a  small  party  of  Troopers  into  the  Meadow  to  flourish  ai 
and  skirmish  slightly  with  their  troopers  IF  and  dragons   in   the    Fol.  23  D 
lane    and   hedges,    who    apprehending   the   great    ods   they   had 
against  so  few  as  it  were  hemmed  in  on  each  side  and  exposed  to 
the  butcherie  as  they  thought,  fell  furiously  in  great  number  upon 
them,  but  Sr  John  his  men,  as  they  had  in  commaund  by  little  and 
little  gave  backe  retreating  towards  the  ambuscade,  and  suddenly 

making  a  stand  and  lane,  the  Parliament  forces  now  within  a  pro-  The  Ambush 

succeedeth 

portionate  and  fit  distance  were  unexpectedly  from  the  ambush  prosperous- 
saluted  writh  an  ungratefull  peale  of  musquets  so  well  levelled  that  ly* 
some   fell,  the   rest  were  eagerly  followed  in  their  flight  by  the 
troopers  in  the  meadow. 

Which  advantage  Sr  John  skilfully  improving  to  the  hight  with  sr  John 
his  entire  body  made  an  onset  upon  the  Guard  at  the  Bridge  with  j^6^^ 
so  resolute  and  well  ordered  a  charge  that  after  some  dispute  hee  ber  to  his. 
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gained  it  though  most  advantagiously  possessed  by  a  triple  number 
to  h*s>  anc*  f°rcmg  them  thence  poursued  them  fiercely  through  the 
Army.  lane  and  towne  almost  to  their  mayne  Army  with  more  feare  and 

Fol.  24        confusion  of  IF  the  Enemy  then  losse  of  their  men. 

Here  making  a  halt  and  marshalling  his  men  in  Battaile-array 
Hfh  fFfiP  h"t  anc*  ^  Posture  to  receave  trie  Enemy  if  approaching,  but  seeing 
wth  his  men  them  in  along  tyme  not  advance  a  foot  towards  hym,  hee  caused 


mos\-  of  hjs  men  to  march  away  after  the  army  who  some  miles  of 
by  mediation  of  Colonell  Morgan  to  Prince  Rupert  made  a  stand, 
where  this  gallant  Colonell  hearing  that  his  entire  frend  Sr  John  was 

The  Kings     dangerously  engaged   with   the  too  powerfull  Enemy,  used  such 

Army  stayes          s 

at  ye  request  efficacious  perswasions  that  relict    was    agreed    upon  to   rescue 

ofCol.Morg.  j1ym  but  t^  whole  busnies  was  first  happily  passed  over. 
Sr  John  Sr  John  with  his  small  remainder  faced  the  whole  Army  of  the 

°  Enemy,  but  last  seeing  no  appearence  of  engagement  hee  also 
drew  of  the  field,  and  returning  againe  back  thorough  the  towne 
was  entertained  in  passing  with  great  and  generall  acclamations 
and  singular  applause  of  His  Heroicall  exploit,  and  going  over  the 
Fol.  24  D  bridge  so  bravely  wonne  without  1  losse  of  men,  overtooke  the 
Army  where  hee  was  welcomed  on  all  hands  with  excessive  joy 
and  admiration  all  giving  hym  and  his  men  for  lost. 

The  Kings  Army  of  Horse  marched  still  almost  in  view  of  the 

other  to  keep  them  from  straggling,  annoying  and  wronging  the 

Frequent       Country,  wherefore  there  were  daily  and  almost  howerly  skirmis- 

betwixt  ye      ^es  °^  strong  Parties  encountring  each  other,  in   many   whereof 

2  Armies.      Sr  John  was  and  still  came  of  nobly  and  courageously  and  like 

himself,  hightening   the  conceit    already    framed  of   his  Worth, 

Valour  and  skill  in  feates  of  Armes. 

After  Gloucester  was  relieved  by  the  Earle  of  Esssex  (which 
The  Lords  was  his  Maister-piece)  when  hee  thought  by  his  long  night-marches 
Germin  gal-  to  have  stolne  away  to  Reading  unfought  with,  Sr  John  was  in  com- 
lantly  char-  pany  when  hee  was  overtaken  by  the  Kings  Cavaliery  and  worsted 
Auborne  at  Auborne  Hills,  in  which  fight  the  two  Honble  Lords  Digby  and 
Hills.  Jermin  charged  most  gallantly  (as  witty  and  learned  Mercurius 

Fol.  25        Aulicus  well  observeth)  and  came  of  with  slight  hurts  1F  but  great 
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markes  of  their  honour  and  Valour  by  which  unexpected  stop  the 

Kings  foot  behind   had  tyme  to    march  up   and  joyne  with  the 

Horse  whereby  the    next  day   was   fought   the  first   Battaile   at  In  ye  Bat- 

Newbury  wherein  some  honble  Lords,  valiant  knights  and  gentlemen  jJewb.  many 

with  many  resolute  and   brave  souldiers   as   well   Horse  as  foot  brave  men 

writ  in  bloody  characters  the  Authenticall  Copie  of  their  faithfull 

Allegiance  and  unblemished  Loyaltie  to  their  Liege  and  Soveraigne 

King  Charles.     Among  which  was  the  gallant  Earle  of  Carnarvan,  The  E.  of 

who  surviving    some   howres  after   his   mortall  wounds  made  a  dieth^ap^ 

noble  penitent  and  pious  end  ;   to  whome  may  bee  joyned  that  pily. 

vertuous,  learned  judicious,  discreet,  and  civill  Gentleman  Colonell 

Thomas  Morgan   who  shot  with  a  field-piece,  had  onely  tyme  to  The  pious 

say  cordially  and  affection nately  0  God  what  is  man  !  and  shortly  Death  of 

after  speaking  inwardly  to  himself,  which  might  bee  discovered  by 

the  continuall  motion  of  his  lips,  his  soule  made  hast  IF  to  take  pos-    Fol.  25  D 

session  (as  wee  confidently  hope)  of  the  eternall  reward  and  Crowne 

of  glory  in  Heaven  correspondent  to  his  exemplar  and  innocent 

Life. 

Sr  John  in  this  dayes  Battaile,  with  his  owne  Regiment  and  other  Sr  John 
commaunded  men  charged  bravely  first  severall  tymes  whole  bodies  Horsfand 
of  horse  whereof  hee  killed  manie  and  routed  the  rest  ;  hee  charged  Canon, 
likewise  the  Canon  passing  by  hedges  strongely  lined  with  mus- 
quetiers,  where  God  extraordinarily  protected  hym  from  evident 
danger,   for   no   sooner   was   hee   marched   by   but  a  field-piece 
discharged,  out   right   killed  two  his  troopers  stout,   proper  and 
valiant  men  whereof  one  had  bene  for  many  yeares  Servant  to  his 
brother   Sr  Kenelme  Digby  but  the  gunner  could  not  long  brag  Kenelme 
and  boast  of   his  fact  ;  for   hee  was  suddenly  slayne  by  the  rest 
who  revenged   their   companions  death  ;   and  the  next   day  was 
found  with  17  wounds  upon  hym,    when  they  bestowed  decent 
Buriall  upon  their  fellow-troopers,  f  Fol.  26 

Lastly  Sr  John  charged  also  the  foot  and  that  so  close  that  for  a  Hee  charges 
long  tyme  togeather   hee  lay  his   sword  upon  their  Pikes  which  ^  foot 
goared  his  horses  breast,  which  was  shot  under  hym  ;  here  hee  ^S Sunder 
receaved  a  slight  hurt  by  the  grazing  of  a  musket- Bullet  a  little  hym. 
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above  the  wrist  of  his  right  Arme,  which  notwithstanding  shot 
through  his  coat  and  doublet  sleaves  ;  and  although  hee  stood 
Hee  is  slight-  almost  from  morning  to  night  as  a  marke  for  the  Canon  and 
musquet  to  play  upon,  yet  hee  sustained  no  hurt  other  then 
newly  specified  ;  so  strangely  was  hee  defended  by  the  powerfull 
hand  of  God. 

After  Newbury  fight  Sr  John  having  waited  upon  the  King  in 
Heereturnes  his  royall  march  to  Oxford,  hee  with  his  men  repaired  to  their  old 
ter  at8  ^  quarters  at  Heford  in  Oxford-shire,  where  hee  and  his  were  most 
Heford.  lovingly  still  and  kindly  welcome,  (no  usuall  thing  among  the  most 
of  souldiers)  when  hee  had  refreshed  himself,  men  and  horses 
Fol.  26  D  after  so  long  and  wilesome  service,  his  Maty  11  was  gratiously  pleased 

Hee  is  to  give  Sr  Lewys  Dives  and  hym  a  commission  to  garrison  for  his 

comanded  -XT  ,  ^>          n  •     -r.      i  •      i  i  •   " 

with  Sr          royall  service  Newport  Pagnell  in  Buckingham  shire  but  two  miles 

Lewys  dives  distant  from  Gotehurst  the  mansion-house  of  the  Lady  Digbv  his 

to  garrison 

Newport.        mother. 

P.  Rupert  His  highnesse  Prince  Rupert  with  good  strength  both  of  horse 

comes  to        anc|  foot  unexpectedly  by  Bedford  came  before  them  to  Newport, 
which  busnies  if  it  had  bene  well  followed,  and  not  so  suddenly 
let  fall  by  drawing  the  Kinges  forces  out  of  the  towne,  it  would 
consequence  Pr°t>ably    have  proved  very   prejudiciall  to  the    Parliament   and 
Newport        advantagious  to  his  Maty  by  stopping  in  great  part  their  road  for 
*ke  succour  and  relief  of  their  more  Northernely  Garrisons,  and  also 
by  hindring  provisions  going  to  London,  the  inexhaustible  magazine 
both  of  men  and  money  with  armes  and  other  necessaries,  for  the 
keeping  on  foot  these  unnaturall  war  res  betwixt  the  Kings  Maty  and 
Fol.  27        his  liege  people.  IF 

Hee  gaines        In  the  few  dayes  of  his  stay  at  Newport  with  Sr  Lewys  Dives, 

C  10ntr  °f  ^  kee  infinitely  gained  the  affection  and  good  liking  of  the  People;  as 

hee  did  also  at  Bedford  ;  where  at  the  first  summons  the  Country 

cheerfully      flocked  in  with  great  cheerefulnesse  and  alacrity  joyfully  declaring 

obeyeth  Sr     themselves  to  stand  well  affected  to  his  Maty  and  his  cause  which 

mons.S       1   afterwards  cost  them  deare  upon  the  retyring  of  the  Kings  forces 

and  giving  leave  to  Major  Generall  Skippon  with  his  Cittie-strength 

wthhisLond:  to  enter  without  a  blow  the  towne  forsaken  by  them  and  perfect 
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the  workes  modelled  and  traced  out  for  them,  which  they  to  the  en*er  New- 
great  disparagement  of  the   Kings  party  in  a  scoffing  way  com- 


mended  as  well  delineated  ;  who  if  they  had  insteed  of  casting  up  men  whom 
slight  trenches  at  Tocester,  thoroughly  fortified,  manned  and  for  ieaving 
victualed  Graf  ton-  House,  which  might  with  ease  have  bene  donne,  it- 

it  would  have  courbed  if  not  wholy  foiled  their  rising  garrison  at  Grafton  well 
.  _  fortified  had 

Newport.  much 

Few  dayes    before   his    Highnesse   Prince    Rupert  went   from  annoyed 
Tocester  with  the  greatest  part  IF  both  of  the  horse  and  foot,  Sr  John     ewpor  • 
was  commaunded  to  stay  behind  in  quality  of  Governour  of  Grafton 

House  which  hee  was  to  fortifie,  with  faithfull  promise  of  Prince  SrJ°vn 

\  appointed 

Rupert  to  bee  relieved  within  a  very  short  space  if  besieged,  which  Governour 
was  not  performed  accordingly.  wS  hee 

Sr  John  in  the  short  continuance  of  his  office  wonne  to  hymself  was  to  for- 
much  Love   and  esteeme  in  the  Country  round  about,  which  hee  tlfy> 
did  not  suffer  to  bee  wronged  by  any  under  his  charge  if  hee  ether 
knew  it  or  could  redresse  it,  as  even  those  can  and  doe  witnesse  s'  John  and 
and  give  evidence,  who  were  publiquely  and  openly  knowne  by  their  commended 

owne  actions  and  profession  to  bee  great  stickless  against    the  bY  their 

-    .«        .    ,        .,      Enemies. 
King,  yet   they  give  such   a   singular  testimony  of  the  integrity 

and  faire    comportement  of   him  and  his  men   that  passing  and 

repassing  most  frequently  and  almost  daily  by  their  houses  and 

grounds,  they  were  not  endomaged  to  the  valew  of  a  farthing.     No 

small  commendation  from  the  mouth  of  such,  who  would  not  have 

bene  sparing  in  aggravating  any  the  least  1  trespasse  or  offense        Fol.  28 

committed  in  that  kinde. 

By  his    favourable,   courteous  and   gentile  usage,   hee  wrested 
deserved  praise  from  the  mouthes  of  the  Parliamentary  prisoners 
which  hee  tooke,  for  they  released  highly  extolled  their  entertayne-  ners  hee 
ment  aknowledging  they  had   fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  gallant        e< 
Enemy,  which  hee  and  his  afterwards  could  not  verifie  when  it 
was  their  unluckie  disaster  to  become  prisoners  of  Major  Generall 
Skippon  as  in  the  sequele  of  this  narration  shall  bee  notified. 

The    neighbouring    garrisons     of    Northampton    Alisbury   and 
Newport  conceiving  by  these  small  beginnings  how  offensive  and 
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annoying  Grafton  house  would  in  all  likeliehood  prove  unto  them, 
if  well  fortified  and  manned  especially  under  so  judicious  valiant, 
and  active  a  governour,  they  used  all  possible  care  to  assault,  and 
crush  hym  before  hee  and  his  house  grew  too  strong  for  them. 

Sr  John  like  a  vigilant  Commander  and  11  well  understanding  his 
charge,  apprehending  the  clanger  wherein  hee  lay,  to  prevent  any 
suddaine  surprize  commaunded  a  Sentinell  to  watch  all  day  by 
turnes  on  the  top  of  the  steeple  nor  farre  distant  from  the  House, 
thereby  to  discover  farre  of,  any  bodie  of  approaching  ennemies, 
and  in  the  night  gave  order,  that  all  the  horse  ready  saddled, 
foot  and  troopers  with  their  armes  should  bee  within  the  walles  of 
the  House. 

Wherefore  Major  Skippon  with  his  Londoners  seing  hee  could 
not  prevaile  against  hym  by  any  suddaine  surprize  or  beating  up 
his  quarters  in  the  night,  because  Sr  John  was  alwais  in  a  ready 
posture  to  welcome  hym  ;  hee  resolved  to  attacke  hym  by  maine 
strength  not  doubting  but  with  ease  and  without  losse  of  men  to 
make  himself  maister  of  so  unfortified  a  house.  Upon  which  designe 
all  the  garrisons  of  thirty  or  fourty  miles  compasse  were  drayned 
to  patch  up  a  Medly-Army  of  at  least  seaven  or  eight  thousand  as 
is  generally  1  reported  and  believed. 

Though  that  very  morning  they  sate  downe  with  their  Army 
before  the  House,  Sr  John  with  safety  might  have  retreated  with 
his  horse  and  men  into  Tocester,  yet  hee  so  much  stood  upon  his 
honour  which  hee  judged  would  be  nerely  concerned  therein  if 
hee  should  desert  his  charge  :  and  so  confidently  hoped  relying 
upon  Prince  Rupert  his  promise  to  bee  relieved  upon  notice  with 
in  fowre  and  twenty  howers,  that  hee  determined  not  to  forsake 
the  trust  reposed  in  hym  by  his  Matie  but  to  make  good  this  weake 
hold  of  his  honour  of  Grafton  if  hee  could  possibly  against  their 
strongest  forces  and  Attempts  even  with  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and 
so  courageous  were  his  men  that  some  sallied  forth  upon  the  reare 
of  their  past  Army  and  brought  back  divers  troopers  well  mounted 
and  armed  prisoners. 

The  Parliament  horse  faced  Tocester  and  Eston  a  house  of  the 
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Lady  Farmers  IF  to  keep  them  in,  while  their  foot  and  ordinance    Fol.  29  D 

were  drawne  in  competent  distance  of  Grafton  thinking  perhaps 

as  it  was  boasted  that  the  compassing  of  their  worke  would  bee  so 

easie  that  they  should  breake  their  fast  at  Grafton,   dine  at  Eston 

and  sup  at  Tocester,  but  it  seemes,  they  reckoned  according  to  the  Vaine  brags. 

proverb  without  their  host,  not  dreaming  at  what  a  deare  rate  they 

were  to  buy  this  their  intended  breake-fast. 

At  first  in  a  full  body  the  musquetiers  charged  the  House,  but 
they  were  resoluted  with  so  well  levelled  a  voley  from  within  that 
they  retreated  in  disorder  leaving  many  of  their  companions  gasping  The  foot  find 
upon  the  place  ;  this  so  unkind  greeting  so  abated  the  edge  of  their 
appetite  that  they  had  but  small  stomach  to  come  on  so  thicke  Their 
againe,  but  first  by  fower  and  fower  and  that  at  a  distance,  and  courage  is 
from  an  other,  then  in  single  files,  one  by  one  dropping  but  even  c< 

so  they  found  the  service  so  hot,  and  so  perfect  markes-men  within  No  ordm- 

ance  at 
(though  they  had  no  other  but  musquets  and  fireling-pieces)  that  Grafton. 

they  could  If  not  bee  entreated  nor  scarce  hired  to  discharge  Fol.  30 
against  it  by  day,  so  farre  were  they  from  storming  it.  Many 
of  the  foot  and  horse  very  valiantly  retreated  and  sheltered 
themselves  behind  the  ordinance  which  played  almost  continually 
by  day  and  the  musquetiers  grew  also  bold  and  hardy,  covered  as 
they  thought  with  the  sable  wings  of  a  darke  night  yet  the  fire  of 
their  musquets  discharged  most  commonlie  in  vaine,  to  the  stout 
Defendants  within  gave  ayme,  who  so  well  plied  their  musquets 
that  the  first  day  and  night,  five  or  six  carriages  of  dead  bodies, 


are  credibly  reported  by  neighbours  who  saw  them  to  bee  secretly  ^a<?7.  killed 
convayed  away  and  privately  buried  not  to  discourage  the  besiegers,  men. 
an  ordinary  course  among  them  since  the  first  beginning  of  these 
bloody  and  intestine  warres,  for  according  to  the  ordinary  compu- 
tation of  their  weekely  Pamphleters  and  New-mongers  few  of  their 
men  are  killed  wherefore  it  seemeth  an  aenigma  or  Riddle  worthy  A  Rlddle- 
of  an  other  Oedipus  how  then  it  commeth  to  passe  that  they  have 
made  so   many   thousand   comfortlesse  widdows  and  fatherlesse 
children  onely  in  London  itself.  1  Fol.  30  D 

When  Major  Skippon  saw  hee  could  doe  no  good  upon   the 
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Fol.  31  D 


house  nether  with  his  musquets  nor  gunnes  brought  from  Newport 
hee  sent  for  a  great  battering  piece  from  Northampton  which  beeing 
planted  at  a  distance  was  frequently  discharged,  yet  without  any 
great  hurt  untill  in  the  night  it  was  secretly  dravvne  into  a  farme 
close  over  against  over  the  house,  whence  making  a  hole  through 
the  wall,  by  severall  shoots  they  made  such  a  breach  in  Grafton- 
House  that  it  could  not  bee  repaired  or  made  up,  but  endangered 
the  fall  of  that  part  if  continued. 

Perhaps  since  these  unhappie  warres  begun  there  hath  scarse 
or  ever  bene  so  long  and  hot  service  so  gallantly  maintayned  on 
the  part  of  so  few  defendants,  not  200  in  a  house  so  ungarrisoned 
and  slenderly  provided  of  all  things,  besides  victualls  stored  up  by 
the  carefull  foresight  of  the  wachfull  Governour.  The  siege 
endured  three  dayes  and  two  nights  without  any  the  least  respit  or 
interruption  so  that  it  is  a  great  wonder  how  the  troopers  and 
musquetiers  not  relieved  in  their  continuall  and  hard  duties  were  1 
able  to  hold  out.  The  troopers  had  no  use  of  their  horses, 
wherefore  every  one  according  to  their  ability  and  skill  turned 
musquetiers  ;  some  charged  the  musquets  and  made  them  ready 
for  others  to  shoot,  some  were  otherwise  employed  so  that  none 
was  idle.  In  the  whole  siege  there  were  not  about  two  or  three 
killed  outright  in  the  House  and  as  many  mortally  wounded  who 
dyed  afterwards. 

Upon  notice  of  the  danger  wherein  Sr  John  and  his  men 
stood  engaged  if  not  tymely  relieved  his  Maty  expressely  com- 
maunded  Prince  Rupert  that  aid  should  bee  hastened  to  him 
forthwith,  but  such  speed  was  not  used  as  the  Nature  of  the 
exigent  worthily  might  seeme  to  require,  whereby  so  valiant  and 
gallant  a  Comaunder  with  so  many  stout  and  brave  souldiers 
was  exposed  to  inevitable  hazard  of  loosing  ether  their  lives  or 
liberties  to  the  great  discouragement  of  others  who  upon  like 
occasion  hereafter  will  rather  yield  upon  the  first  summons  though 
to  the  Kings  great  disservice,  and  their  owne  disgrace  then  after  a 
stout  resistance  for  want  1  of  relief  to  fall  into  the  cruell  and  mer- 
cilesse  hands  of  an  insulting  and  domineering  Ennemy. 
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The  siege  began  on  friday  morning  the  two  and  twentith  day  of  The  Siege 
December,  and  the  Canons  in  a  manner  incessantly  played  by  day  22?fnDec- 
and  the  musquets  sometime  by  day  but  most  fiercely  by  night,  so 
that  such  hard  and  never  ceasing  duty  without  rest  or  refreshment 
exceedingly  wearyed  and  exhausted  the  defendants  ;  but  the  as- 
sailants were  still  reenforced  with  new  and  fresh  supplies  ;  yet  Sr  The  Besie- 
John  with  his  other  commaunders  and  officers  so  heartened  and  en-  f^s 
couraged  them  by  their  words  but  much  more  by  their  example,  that 
as  forgetfull  of  their  wearinesse  they  persisted  in  constant  defense. 

Upon  Sonday  in  the  afternoone  his  Major  Brooke-banke  (not  Major 
dreaming  how  deare  it  would  after  cost  hym)  importuned  Sr  John  Bropke-b: 
to  a  parly,  upon  hope,  as  hee  said,  ether  to  gaine  honble  conditions,  Parly, 
or  in  case  of  refusall  to  get  that  tyme  of  treaty  free  from  Acts  of 
hostility,  whereby  they  might  refresh  themselves  and  save  their 
amunition,  which  now  11  began  to  grow  some  what  short,  or  finally        Fol.  32 
that  succour  so  long  expected  might  perhaps  in  the  interim  arrive 
which  infallibly  had  come  to  passe  if  there  had  bene  so  great 
forwardnesse  and  readinesse  in  those  whom  it  most  concerned  as 
his  entire  and  deare  frend  Sr  John  Wake  showed  who  solicited  Sr  John 
most  affectionately  and  earnestly  in  his  behalf.  cited^eSef 

With  these  reasons   proceeding  from   so   able   a   commander, 
Sr  John  inclined  though  otherwise  not  willing  condescended  to  the  A  Parly  is 
sounding  a  parly  wherefore  sending  a  drummer  to  the  top  of  the  sounded- 
house  when  hee  began  to  beat  it  against  all  lawes  of  armes  was  The  drumer 
shot  by  them,  whose  roome  in  other  supplying  it  was  admitted.        fawof arm^ 

When  honble  conditions  of  marching  away  with  bag  and  baggage 
horses,  armes  and  other  appurtenances  were  demaunded  by  Sr  John,    f 
but  refused  by  Major  Skippon  ;   and  upon  second  demaunds  that 
hee  his  captaines  and  officers  might  bee  allowed  their  horses  and  2  Demaunds- 
armes  and  the  troopers  and  foot  souldiers,  batons  in  their  hands, 
when  this  also  IF  would  not  bee  hearkened  unto  but  that  hee  with    Fol.  32  D 
the  rest  of  his  men  should  yield  themselves  prisoners  onely  upon  Ma-orSki 
quarter  for  life  ;  hee  absolutely  refused  it  and  encouraged  his  men  pon  will 
to  stand  to  their  armes  and  sell  the  house  at  the  dearest  rate  they 
could  even  to  the  shedding  of  the  last  drop  of  their  blood.  life. 
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The  Foot 
refuse  to 
fight. 


False  play 
in  Sk.  Army. 

Sr  John 
foot  mutiny. 

Fol.  33 


Skippon 

peremptory 

summons. 


Sr  John 
yields  him- 
self pris  : 

Hard  usage 
of  the 
Enemy. 

Fol.  33  D 


Sr  John  his 

resolute 

speach. 


His  manly  troopers  were  most  readie  and  willing  but  the  foote- 
souldiers  like  dastardly  animals  daunted  at  the  view  of  so  great  an 
army  both  of  horse  and  foote  which  not  suitably  to  the  conditions 
of  a  parly  had  gotten  close  under  the  walles  and  all  the  while  of 
the  treaty  had  menaced  the  foot  with  a  most  cruell  death  and  not 
affording  them  quarter  if  they  made  but  one  shot  more,  they  nether 
with  words  nor  blowes  of  the  officers  could  bee  perswaded  or  forced 
to  fight,  but  threw  downe  their  musquets  and  armes  threatning  their 
commaunders  in  a  mutinous  manner  if  they  persisted  in  pressing 
them  to  fight  against  their  wille  and  refusing  quarter  now  offered,  1 

Which  being  overheard  by  some  of  the  officers  interested  in  the 
treaty  and  notified  to  Skippon  made  hym  so  absolute  and  peremp- 
tory in  yielding  to  no  conditions  proposed  by  Sr  John  for  seing  the 
great  advantage  hee  and  his  men  had  gotten  who  swarmed  thicke 
about  the  walles  sent  to  Sr  John  for  his  finall  and  suddaine  answeare, 
whether  hee  would  yield  up  the  house  himself  and  men  upon  the 
proposed  conditions  of  quarter  for  life  onely,  otherwise  hee  should 
expect  a  fierce  storming,  and  bee  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  violent 
and  enraged  souldiers. 

Wherefore  Sr  John  wisely  considering  what  a  sad  exigent  hee 
was  driven  unto  the  consent  and  advice  of  his  officers,  and  moved 
by  the  mutinous  importunity  and  outcries  of  the  Foot,  made  a 
surrender  of  the  house,  himself  and  men  to  Skippons  mercy  which 
rather  degenerated  into  unchristian  cruelty  and  barbarous  and 
unhumane  usage  for  the  souldiers  under  his  commaund,  entring 
the  house  like  so  many  ravenous  wolves  plundered  and  risted  all, 
and  unstripped  many  souldiers  and  t  the  gentlewoman  of  the 
house  with  other  women  most  immodestly  to  their  naked  skin. 

Sr  John  comming  out  of  the  house  with  his  sword  by  his  side 
and  looking  into  a  sterne  and  unamated  countenance  upon  the 
commaunders  and  souldiers  present,  couragiously  told  them  that 
if  his  foot  would  have  stood  to  hym  and  their  armes  as  resolutely 
as  his  troopers  the  best  man  amongst  them  should  have  found  hot 
entrance  into  that  house  though  unfortified  and  so  sorely  battered 
that  it  was  almost  ready  to  drop  downe  upon  their  heads,  but  that 
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hee  and  they  would  have  maintayned  it,  and  opposed  their  owne 
bodies  as  rampires  against  their  utmost  fury  with  the  hazard  of 
their  lives.  Wherefore  I  request,  saith  hee,  faire  quarter  and  civill 
usage  for  my  officers  and  troopers  who  behaved  themselves  so  gallantly 
and  like  gentlemen,  but  for  the  base  and  cowardly  foot,  who  shrunk 
and  failed  mee  in  my  greatest  need  and  use  of  their  service,  I  ask  no 
favour,  treate  them  as  you  please,  for  they  will  nether  doe  the  King  nor 
you,  service.  U  Fol,  34 

This  so  resolute  speach  though  frowned  at  and  distasted   by 
some,  was  so  well  relished  by  others  of  the  more  civill  and  gentle- 
man— like   com  maunders  that  one  calling  Sr  John  by  his  name,  §r  John 
highly  extolled    his   gallantry  therein  adding   it  were  a   thousand  his  Enemies 
pitties  such  a  brave  gentleman  and  valiant  commaunder  should  bee 
ill  used  or  wronged.  Whereby  you  see  true  worth  and  a  generous 
noblenesse  pourchaseth  respect  and  Honour  from  gallant  Ennemies. 
Many  of  the  common  souldiers  were  over-heard  to  avouch  that  no 
man   living   could   have   more    courageously  and  judiciously  dis- 
charged his  part  and  office  in  defending  so  weake  a  house  un-  He  is  corn- 
fortified,  then  hee  did,  and  that  it  was  pitty  and  shame  so  worthy  jjjtied  by  his 
and  deserving  a  man  was  suffred  to  perish  for  want  of  timely  relief.  Enemies. 

Sr  John  seing  Colonell  Bartlet  a  Scottish  gentleman  and  then 

governour  of  Newport,  well  knowne  unto  hvm  for  his  civill  and  Hee  desires 
,       .      '          0  .  ,  f_  ,,,.,,      to  bee  Col  : 

courteous  usage  beeing  the  Scots  prisoner  at  Newcastle,  desired  to  Bartlet 

become  his  prisoner,  which  was  graunted  by  whome  he  was  used  prisoner, 
very  1  respectfully,  nether  would  hee  permit  hym  or  his  man  to  bee    Fol.  34  D 
searched    but   commaunded   a   sergeant  with  two   musketiers   to  Col.  Bar: 
guard  and  secure  his  portmanteau  from  the  violent  and  plundering  u.se.t.t1  hy"] 
hands  of  the  unruly  and  rude  souldiers,  which  hee  did  so  long  defendeth 

as  Sr  John  was  in  his  custodie.  his  p,ort- 

manteau. 

Few  hovvers  after  the  house  was  delivered  there  came  a 
messenger  from  Tocester  with  a  letter  to  Sr  John,  the  contents 
whereof  was  that  if  hee  could  but  hold  till  such  a  tyme  without 
failed  relief  should  come  :  this  poore  man  not  knowing  what  had 
passed,  met  with  one  of  the  Parliament  Commaunders  who 
enquiring  and  understanding  his  busnies  said  he  was  Sr  John  Digby, 
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which  the  other  simply  believing  delivered  hym  the  letter,  who 
having  read  it,  caused  the  bearer  to  bee  kept  in  strait  hold  ;  and 
this  mistake  hee  brought  afterwards  at  a  deare  rate  for  shortly 
a^er  the  innocent  wretch  was  hanged  at  Newport  by  appointment 
hismistaked.  and  order    of    Major  Skippon.     Which  act  if    it  had  bene  per- 
Fol.  35        formed  11  by  any  of  the  Kings  Commaunders,  what  bitter  invectives 
would  Britannicus  and  other  weekely  London-Intelligencers  have 
maid  against  them. 

Major  Skip-       Major  Skippon  commaunder  in  chief  having  given  order  that 

GraftT          the  Kings  mannour- House  of  Graf  ton  first  pillaged  and  plundered 

to  the  bare  walles   (a  pious  worke  for  Christ-masse  day  in  the 

morning)  should  bee  fired  in  severall  places  marched  to  Newport 

with  the  foot  and  foot-prisoners. 

Sr  John  with  his  Captaines  and  officers  rode  in  company  of 

Col  :  Bartlet  Colonell  Bartlet  and  Colonell  Twell  who  since  these  tymes  hath 

Sivellres-      alwais  bene  ready  and  willing  to  doe  any  neighbourly  and  frendly 

pectfull  to      courtesie  to  the  Lady  his  Mother  they  both  courteously  and  civilly 

conversed  and  treated  with  hym. 

Major  Skippon  led  up  the  foot  among  whome  Sr  John  his  troopers 
The  Priso-  and  musquetiers  prisoners  with  much  cheerfulnesse  and  alacrity  in 
march  to  the  depth  of  winter,  each  step  to  the  mid-leg,  forced  often  to  wade 
Newport.  ^Q  waters  being  then  out,  many  almost  naked  (so  mercifully  had 
Fol.  35  D  they  bene  used  at  Grafton)  divers  1  of  them  being  gentlemen  of 
Many  troo-  good  quality  and  breeding,  who  in  former  tyme  had  kept  better 
quality.g°  men  ^or  their  servants  then  many  of  the  commaunders. 

They  were  scornfully  taunted  and  reviled  by  the  souldiers  as 

The  priso-     they  went  in  the  hearing  of  their  commaunders  who  accompanied 

atand  railed  an<^  conveyed  them,  who  seemed  rather  to  countenance  then  checke 

it,  being  farre  from  imitating  herein  their  Brethren  the  Scots  who 

when  Carlile  (so  gallantly  and  so  long  beyond  expectation  kept  by 

The  Scots      Sr  Thomas  Glemam  and  Sr  Henry  Stradling  to  their  lasting  fame 

for  civill        and  renowne)  was  at  last  surrendred  to  the  Scots  upon  most  honblc 

using  their    tearmes  and  conditions,  they  conveyed  the  Kings  Souldiers  (horse 

and  foot  which  came  out  of  the  towne)  into  the  Kings  quarters 

about  Worcester  side,  and  most  civilly  treated  them   punishing 
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whom  soever  they  heard  cast  out  any  reproach  full  word  against 
them  or  offer  any  affront  as  might  bee  instanced  in  many  remark  - 
eable  examples  which  might  serve  for  presidents  for  all  to  imitate.  H  Fol.  36 

They  were  not  admitted  to  lodge  in  Newport  but  for  the  tyme 
made  a  prison  for  them  of  Sr  William  Andrews  his  house  at  Lath- 
bury  where  they  were  but  very  meanely  accommodated  of  all 
things  necessary.  I  can  not  omit  one  particular  which  happened 
here  not  unworthy  as  I  conceave  of  your  knowledge,  for  when 
certaine  officers  appointed  by  Major  Skippon  to  register  their  A  Remar- 
names  and  tamper  with  them  to  draw  them  if  they  could  to  side  e 


with  them,  one  of  Sr  John  his  troopers  a  stout,  proper  young  man 

summoned  to  appeare  before  them,  and  privately  warned  by  one 

of  his  fellow-  troopers  not  to  take  notice.  that  hee  was  a  Roman 

Catholique,  angerly  replied  unto  hym  /  will  not  conceale  nor  deny 

my  Religion  though  I  dy  for  it  ;  who  comming  before  them  and 

among  other  questions  being  demaunded  whether  hee  not  a  Papist, 

/  am,  hee  answeared,  a  Roman  Catholique  and  so  will  bee  by  1f    Fol.  36  D 

Gods  grace  though  you  hang  me  for  it  for  which  resolute  answeare 

they  commended  hym  and  when  further  they  urged  hym  to  take 

up  armes  for  them,  hee  undauntedly  said  though  you  have  already 

disarmed  mee  as  a  souldier  yet  I  thanke  God  (spreading  his  hands 

abroad)  /  have  yet  these  armes  left  mee,   which  I  intend  never  to  A  brave 

employ  in  your  service,  nor  to  lift  them  up  against  my  King  :  after  speach 

which  words  hee  presently  voided  the  roome  leaving  them  in  a 

great  amazement  of  his  resolute  and  confident  boldnesse.     Which 

example  if  it  had  bene  imitated  by  many,   these  unfortunate  and 

bloody  warres  long   since   had   bene   ended  and   this  distressed 

Kingdome  enjoyed  againe  a  happie  and  flourishing  peace. 

Sr  John  having  lodged  with  Colonell  Bartlet  one  night  in  Newport, 
the  next  day  with  his  officers  ready  for  London,  bidding  adieu  to  encourageth 
one  of  his  men  who  had  wayted  upon  hym,  commaunded  hym  to  his  Men. 
wish  his  troopers  II  to  bee  of  good  courage  and  not  to  bee  dismaid        Fol.  37 
at  this  present  disaster  being  confident  they  should  come  of  with 
credit  and  honour. 

Hee  writt  a  letter  to  his  Highnesse  Prince  Rupert  by  leave   of 
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Colonell  Bartlet  with  whome  hee  left  it,  engaging  his  promise  it 
should  bee  sent  wherein  hee  gave  his  Highnesse  an  exact  account 
of  the  whole  busnies  of  the  siege  and  upon  what  tearmes  hee  was 
necessitated  to  a  surrender,  concluding  that  his  present  state  and 
condition  should  in  no  manner  dishearten  hym  from  doing  his 
Maty  hereafter  the  best  and  most  faithfull  service  hee  might  bee 
capable  of,  as  hee  maid  evidently  appeare  by  his  after  actions. 

Before  hee  was  gonne  two  miles  out  of  Newport  hee  was  over- 
taken by  a  party  of  troopers  sent  after  hym  by  Major  Skippon, 
who  carrying  hym  into  a  House  at  Broughton  seized  upon  his 
Port-manteau  wherein  was  nothing  but  his  wearing  apparell  1  and 
linnen  and  tooke  from  hym  all  his  money  and  a  most  curious  watch. 
Which  was  but  small  credit  to  Major  Skippon  who  authorized 
these  souldiers  to  use  a  Knight1  of  his  quality  and  condition  in  so 
base  and  opprobrious  a  manner.  His  Officers  escaped  no  better 
then  their  Colonell. 

When  Sr  John  came  to  the  Earle  of  Essex  then  lying  at 
S*  Albans  with  his  Army  hee  was  treated  by  him  with  much 
affabilitie,  civilitie  and  respect,  discoursing  familiarly  a  good  while 
with  hym,  and  the  Earle  being  informed  that  the  Captaine  of  their 
Guard  threatned  and  attempted  to  take  from  some  of  his  com  panic 
their  upper  garments  as  his  pretented  due,  hee  checking  hym  said, 
Hee  had  as  good  bee  hanged  as  touch  the  least  haire  of  their  head 
which  made  hym  afterwards  forbeare  to  urge  his  claime.  Which 
example  of  this  noble  Earle  if  like  a  president  it  had  bene  followed 
by  all  the  Inferior  officers  in  their  severall  armies  from  the  first  be- 
ginning of  these  warres  they  would  f  not  have  bene  so  justly  taxed 
and  charged  with  such  outrages,  wrongs  and  Injuries  committed 
against  their  prisoners  and  others  who  have  long  pittifully  groned 
under  the  heavy  burthen  of  their  hard  and  mercilesse  usage. 

Arrived  at  London,  as  they  passed  the  streets  some  miscalled 
and  reviled  them,  others  seemed  to  pitty  their  present  distressed 
condition  ;  but  the  couragious  prisoners  nothing  deceited  by  this 
disaster  changed  not  their  countenance,  but  rode  on  confidently, 
so  that  one  might  read  in  the  serenity  of  their  visages,  the  quiet  of 
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their  minds  nothing  amated  at  so  course  treating  by  their  Ennemies.  Hee  with  his 

Sr  John   and  his   Companie  were  carried  to  a  taverne,   where  off.  sup  at  a 
1     11  ,1     •  •  j    ,  .i_  i_i          taverne  but 

having  supped  all  their  purses  joyned  togeather  were  not  able  to  au  can  not 

discharge  the  reckoning   though   not  enflamed  with  much  wine,  pay  ye  rec- 
without  borrowing  of  some  f rends  who  came  to  see  them,  whereby  thanks  to 
you  easily  may  guessse  how  narrowly  Major  Skippon  with  his  harpies  Major  Skip- 
hands  (I  meane  his  troopers  who  rifled  them  at  Broughton)  had 
formerly  searched  and  picked  their  purses.  II  Fol.  38  D 

About  ten  at  night  they  were  led  into  New- Prison  in  Mayden-lane 

where  they  were  put  all  togeather  in  a  low  Parlour  at  little  ease  for  ™ey  %r-e 
J  lodged  in 

they  had  nether  bed  nor  straw  to  ly  on  but  the  bare  floore  :  and  new-Prison 
yet  these  men-  forsooth  complaine  and  raile  against  the  Cavaliers  W*V2?  ^ 
for  abusing  their  prisoners  of  Warre.  The  next  day  Sr  John  was 

conveyed  to  the  tower  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  then  pr  Joli?  sent 

to  ye  Tower. 
Lieutenant  thereof  Mr  Isaac  Pennington. 

Wherefore  for  the  present  leaving  him  we  will  returne  and 
accompanie  his  troopers  and  foot  souldiers  in  their  wet,  weary  and 
ill  appointed  inarch  to  London  who  the  next  day  after  Sr  John  his 
departure  were  brought  from  Lath  bury  to  Newport.  It  would  have 
grieved  any  compassionately  pittifull  heart  to  see  so  many  brave  The  foot 
stout  men  well  borne  and  bred,  and  among  the  rest  one  Gentleman 
with  his  fower  sonnes  comely  proper  young  men  lately  worth  some 
hundreds  a  yeare,  to  bee  treated  like  poore  beggers  or  worse  and 
bee  glad  to  accept  a  small  pittance  of  course  hard  bread  to  save  11  Fol.  39 
them  from  starving  ;  and  when  some  of  the  standers  by  repaired 
upon  the  courtenesse  and  badnesse  thereof  the  souldiers  of  their 
guard  were  heard  to  say  Hang  them  rogues  if  it  were  worse  then  horse- 
bread  it  were  much  too  good  for  them,  yet  I  doubt  whether  they  upon 
like  tearmes  would  rest  satisfied  and  content  with  such  hard  faire 
and  meane  usage. 

They  were  driven  like  a  heard  of  beasts  or  drove  of  sheep  and 
forced  often  to  march  faster  in  the  deep,  durty  foule  wayes,  then 
their  weake  and  almost  hunger-starved  limbs  would  give  them 
leave  tyed  three  and  three  togeather. 

The  first  night  comming  to  Ouborne  they  were  all  shut  up  in 
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the  Schoole-house  without  ether  fire  or  straw  to  ly  on,  or  meat  but 
what  charitable  people  afforded  them  and  that  privately  least  if 

The  foot        discovered  they  should  bee   wronged  by  their   Guard   as   being 

ved°S  "  g^lty  °f  assisting  the  King  in  befrending  his  Cavaliers,  for  now 
alas  the  more  is  the  pitty  and  shame  Loyalty  and  allegiance  to 
ones  Kings  and  Soveraigne  is  stigmatized  and  branded  with  the 

Fol.  39  D    names  IF  of  malignancy  and  delinquencie. 

The  second  night  they  lodged  at  Dunstable  in  the  church  (and 
these  are  the  Religious  zelots  who  make  churches  which  are  the 
houses  of  God  and  Prayer  to  become  their  prisons  and  often 
stables)  where  they  were  accommodated  much  in  the  same  nature 
as  at  Ouborne  ;  but  these  scrupulous  souldiers  their  guard  seemed 
to  reverence  the  church,  wherein  they  feared  to  commit  sacrilege 
for  seeing  some  better  coat  or  suite  then  their  owne  which  they 
aliking  unto  to  have  taken  as  it  were  sanctuary  in  the  Church  upon 

The  Priso-     the  backe  of  some  prisoner,  they  subtily  called  hym  out  pretending 

their  cloths  as  ^  their  Captaine  sent  to  speake  with  but  bringing  hym  to  their 
Companions  who  on  purpose  lurked  in  some  by-corner,  stripped 
hym  and  returned  hym  backe  accoutred  in  their  nastie  rags,  having 
served  divers  in  this  manner,  at  last  others  warned  by  their 
fellowes  harme  would  not  obey  their  pretended  summons,  which 

Fol.  40        had  like  to  have  caused  a  mutiny.  IF 

They  had  but  two  good  meales  meat  provided  them  all  the  way 
to  London,  the  one  at  Barnet,  the  other  at  Higate  and  these  at 
the  charge  of  some  well  affected  people  commiserating  their  cruell 
and  evill  usage  I  hope  God  from  above  will  reward  their  charity. 

A  poore  When  they  came  nere  London  they  were  lodged  a  night  or  two 

'  upon  a  Court  of  Guard  at  the  six  wind-milles,  a  small  refreshment 

Sailers  after  so  tedious,  long  and  hungrie  a  march  ;  thence  they  were 
distributed  into  sundry  prisons,  where  most  of  them  might  have 
starved  if  some  frends  and  well-willers  both  in  citty  and  country 
had  not  supplied  their  pressing  wants  for  twelve  that  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Fleet  had  no  allowance  afforded  them,  whatsoever 
was  in  other  prisons.  I  can  not  frame  so  meane  and  under- 
valewing  a  conceit  of  the  Parliament  that  they  would  have  their 
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prisoners  of  warre  to  perish  in  prison  for  pure  want  of  food 
precisely  necessary  to  sustayne  nature,  yet  I  thinke  it  strange  if 
they  allow  any  thing,  that  they  permit  the  hard-hearted  Keepers 
to  purse  it  up.  1F  Fol.  40  D 

I  could  wish  they  would  appoint  some  Committee  to  looke  into 
these  abuses  and  see  them  exemplarly  punished  and  to  procure 
there  bee  not  such  extortion  by  the  keepers  upon  the  poore  Extortion  of 
prisoners,  who  have  no  other  maintenance  nor  liveliehood  but 
what  their  frends  exhausted  with  daily  losses,  plunderings  and 
continuall  taxes  can  afford  them. 

In  new-prison  in  Mayden-lane  ten  shillings  weekely  for  above 
half  a  yeare  together  was  unconscionably  exacted  by  the  keeper  ^  true  exam. 
from  two  of  Sr  John  his  troopers  who  lay  both  in  one  bed,  which  pie  of  it. 
kind  of  abuses  if  they  bee  not  timely  redressed  by  due  care  and 
punishment  of  the  offenders,  it  will  ly  heavy  upon  the  Parliament 
who  frequently  stile  themselves  the  highest  Court  of  Justice. 

Now  it  is  high  tyme  after  this  needfull  digression  to  visit  Sr  John 
in  his  new  lodging  in  the  tower  and  observe  whether  hee  was 
better  treated  then  his  troopers.     The  Lieutenant  consigned  hym  kep?  under 
to  the  custodie  of  one  of  his  warders  who  kept  a  very  strict  hand  lock  and  key. 
over  hym  and  for  some  moneths  locked  IF  hym  up  day  and  night  in        Fol.  41 
a  close  chamber,  not  suffering  hym  all  that  while  to  set  his  foot 
over  the  threshold  :  this  course  continued  till  one  day  Sr  John  Thestrict- 
seing  the  dore  open  set  his  table  against  it  and  resolutely  told  his  nesse  of  his 
keeper  hee  would  have  his  chamber-dore  locked  no  more. 

The  Lieutenant  would  not  give  way  that  Sr  Johns  man  should  His  man  n°t 
.,  .....     ,  11,      admitted  to 

waite  upon  hym,  but  a  little  boy  who  was  sometymes  searched  to  Waitonhym. 

the  skin  at  his  comming  in  and  going  out,  and  hee  after  a  while 
must  bee  discharged  and  a  stranger  put  in  his  place  so  full  of  Hi?  boY  oft 
jealousies  and  feares  was  the  Lieutenant,  who  admitted  none,  not  searched  to 
so  much  as  his  taylour  to  speake  with  hym  but  his  keeper  must  bee  Ye  ^in- 
present  and  bee  privy  to  their  discourse.  Hee  could  not  bee  private  Hig  taylour 
in  his  owne  Chamber  but  the  keeper  ever  and  anon  through  loop-  not  admitted 
holes  made  upon  designe  would  bee  peering  and  peeping  what  Jj* 
hee  did.  Keeper. 
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Fol.  41  D 

Not  private 
in  his  owne 
Chamber. 


Many 

propos<f<Tby 
his  Ma'y  for 
hymrejec 


Fol.  42 


Hee  is 

for  Col1e< 
Buttler. 


Col  :  But- 


ned  for  ye 
West1"  y" 


Fol.  42  D 


Hee  used  to  sit  up  late  in  the  nights  at  his  studies,  which  it 
seemeth  distasted  the  Lieutenant  in  whose...  (?)  IT  Wherefore  one 

ni£nt  nee  sent  unto  ^m  to  Put  out  his  candle>  §oe  to  bed  and  keeP 
more  orderly  and  seasonable  bowers,  to  whome  Sr  John  returned 
answeare  that  therein  hee  was  not  to  bee  directed  by  hym,  for  hee 
would  observe  what  howers  hee  liked  best  of  going  to  bed  and 
rising,  after  which  hee  \vas  never  intermeddled  with  in  that  kind. 

Sr  John  suffred  this  his  hard  restraint  with  great  and  admirable 
patience  without  any  the  least  pusillanimity  or  dejection  of  mind, 
for  the  space  of  full  three  quarters  of  a  yeare,  and  although  in  the 
meane  season  the  Kings  Maty  had  dispatched  severall  trompeters 
to  the  two  houses  at  Westminster  proposing  exchanges  for  hym, 
Yet  uPon  one  pretense  or  other  they  were  still  rejected,  so  loath 
they  were  to  set  hym  at  large  whome  they  conceived  would  prove 
^  active  and  stirring  Ennemy  against,  and  that  they  were  not 
deceaved  in  their  expectation  and  judgment  of  hym  Sr  William 
Waller  and  many  others  who  afterwards  experienced  it,  will  beare 
hym  witnesse.  1 

A  little  before  the  Kings  famous  Victory  at  Lishthiell(P)  in  the 
West,  Colonell  Buttler,  Lieutenant  Colonell  to  the  Earle  of  Essex  and 
his  Ensigne  taken  prisoners  were  released  by  the  King,  upon  their 
Parole  to  procure  the  exchange  of  Sr  John  Digby  against  them  to 
bee  ratified  by  the  Parliament,  which  after  much  suite  and  impor- 
tunity they  did  :  yet  for  many  weeks  after  Sr  John  was  not  released 
by  the  Lieutenant  pretending  hee  had  not  his  passe  from  the  Earle 
of  Essex. 

But  this  proved  onely  a  colourable  pretext  to  have  cunningly  still 
kept  hym  in  hold  ;  wherefore  when  Sr  John  understood  :  that 
Lieutenant  Colonell  Buttler  was  committed  to  the  tower  to  bee 
questioned  for  their  overthrow  in  the  West,  hee  with  his  keeper 
g°m§  to  tne  Lieutenant  boldly  demaunded  his  Libertie  so  long  due 
unto  hym,  to  whome  it  was  replied  that  his  exchange  was  void 
because  Lieutenant  Colonell  Buttler  was  not  free  beeing  now 
questioned  by  the  Parliament  and  committed  to  his  custody  IF  what 
doth  that  concerne  mee,  answeared  Sr  John,  since  hee  was  released  by 
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his  Maty  and  I  graunted  in  exchange  for  hym,  wherefore  I  claime  my  Sr  John 
liberty  and  the  Earle  of  Essex  his  passe  and  will  speedily  have  it  from  his  Exchan- 
you  :  whereat  the  Lieutenant  in  hast  left  hym  bidding  the  keeper  ge  and  Passe, 
take  away  his  prisoner. 

But  Sr  John  following  hym  into  an  other  roome  confidently 
persisted  in  demaunding  his  exchange  and  the  Earle  of  Essex  his 
passe,  which  hee  knew  was  in  his  hands  and  would  have  it.  The 
Lieutenant  seeing  hym  so  round  and  resolute  and  impatient  of 
delay,  mildly  and  gently  entreated  hym  to  respit  it  till  the  next 
morning,  and  hee  should  have  his  desire. 

Sr  John  having  payed  his  fees,  wherein  the  Lieutenant  to  say  the  Sr  John  re- 
truth  was  favourable,  the  next  morning  his  passe  being  delivered  to' Oxford, 
to  hym  by  the  Lieutenant,  who  courteously  accompanied  hym  out 
of  the  tower  and  sent  a  guard  of  soulcliers  with  hym  to  passe  hym 
out  of  the  line  of  communication  after  three  quarters  of  a  yeare  hard 
and  chargeable  11"  imprisonment,  in  a  Coach  hee  went  out  of  towne      Fol.  43 
towards  Oxford  where  hee  arrived  safely  and  was  entertayned  and 
welcomed  by  all  sortes  of  people  with  great  signes  and  expressions 
of  Joy  for  his  long  desired  release. 

The  King  having  fought  the  second  battaile  at  Newbury  upon 
his  comming  out  of  the  west  commaunded  Sr  John  at  Oxford  to 
waite  upon  hym  in   his  returne  to  disengage  his  Canon  lodged  Hee^vaites 
under  the  shelter  of  Dennington  Castle,  and  fight  with  the  Ennemy  to  Newbury. 
if  they  had  a  mind  to  encounter,  but  it  seemes  they  had  enough  of 
the  last,  for  they  looking  on  and  not  offering  or  daring  to  oppose,  The  canon 
the  ordnance  were  drawne  of  and  conveyed  to  Oxford,  whither  are  disen- 
after  some  stay,  seeing  hee  could  not  invite  the  fearfull  enemy  to  drawn  t"d 
come  into  the  field,  the  King  with  his  brave  and  Royall  army  Oxford, 
marched  backe  to  Oxford. 

Many  of  Sr  John  his  Regiment  formerly  freed  from  prison,  after 
some  expectation  of  their  Colonell  had  put  them  selves  for  present 
entertaynement  under  other  commaunders,  but  upon  his  release 
repaired  to  hym  IF  whome  with  some  others  Sr  John  one  day  trayning  Fol.  43  D 
the  King  passing  by  asked  whose  men  they  were  Mine,  saith  hee, 
my  Liege  to  do  your  Maty  service,  the  King  gently  smiling  com- 
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mended  and  encouraged  hym  saying  //  is  well  donne  Sr  John  I  will 
provide  you  more  horse  ere  long. 

The  Obe-          Among  other  duties  in  the  life  of  a  souldier  one  is  an  exact  and 
Scfuldter  *     punctual  Obedience  to  the  commaunds  of  their  superiour  officers, 
which  is  so  precise  that  they  judge  a  disgrace  and  disparagement 
unto  them  not  onely  to  refuse,  but  even  to  wave  any  difficult  or  lesse 
pleasing   enterprize  if  imposed.     Sr  John  was  alwais  most  pliable 
to   the    orders    of    his   commaunders   wherefore    hee    renounced 
whatsoever  particular  commodity  or  private  Interest  to  obey  them. 
Hee  is  com-      He  was  appointed  with  a  strong  party  of  horse  to  gather  certaine 
gather  con°   contribution  due  and  unpaid  at  Swanburne  and  there  abouts  in 
tribution  at    Buckingham  shire  and  although  hee  could  not  but  thinke  that  his 
irTlkick-T16    beeing  employed  therein  would  probably  give  distast  to  IF  Alisbury 
poi   44        and  Newport,  two  Parliament-Garrisons    of  that  County,  which 
perhaps  thereupon  might  fall  heavie  upon  the  Ladie  his  Mother 
who  liveth  under  their  lash,  yet  being  commaunded  hee  could  not 
in  point  of  Honour  (which  a  souldier  and  gallant  gentleman  stands 
nicely  upon)  refuse  to  obey  ;  though  otherwise  it  went  against  the 
hayre  to  doe  any  thing  which  might  seeme  grievous  or  burden- 
some to  his  Country  as  his  fore-past  Actions  at  Grafton  may  well 
testifie. 

This  businesse  with  as  much  sweetnesse,  gentlenesse  and  mode- 
ration as  the  nature  of  such  an  Action  might  require,  for  it  is  alwais 
a  hard  taske  and  ungratefull  employment  to  wrest  money  from 
people  refractory  and  unwilling. 

Having  performed  what  hee  came  for,  upon  his  returne  hee 
Hee  pur-       discovered  a  Party  of  about  threescore  Alisbury  horse,  whome  hee 

sued  60  Ahs-  jn  tne  interim  faced,  while  secretly  hee  drew  of  some  of  his  men 

bury  horse  J 

to  the  Walls,  to  get  behind  them  and  intercept  their  passage  home-ward,  m- 

Fol.  44  D  tending  then  with  his  other  troopers  to  have  fallen  upon  them  1"  but 
they  discovering  the  intended  stratageme  put  spurres  to  their 
fresh  and  unfoiled  horses  and  ride  for  it.  Sr  John  with  his  best 
horses  (for  many  with  their  long  marches  were  much  haltered  and 
out  of  heart)  rid  pell-mell  among  them,  wounded  many  killed 
some  and  pursued  the  rest  to  Womens-bridge  close  by  Alisbury. 
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The  Souldiers  upon  the  Guard  seeing  their  men  comming  so 
speedily  with  un-invited  guests  pulled  up  the  draw-bridge  and  in 
hast  shut  the  gates  whereupon  Sr  John  observing  that  it  was  in 
vaine  to  pursue  them  any  further,  not  to  endanger  his  men  who 
now  were  within  the  reach  of  the  pieces  mounted  on  the  workes, 

retreated  in  good  order  with  above  twenty  prisoners  and   their  Hee  takes 
1  above  20 

horses  and  armes.  prisoners. 

There  was  not  one  drop  of  blood  drawne  from  any  of  his,  but 
with  their  spurres  from  their  horses  sides.  That  night  by  the 
carelessenesse  of  the  keepers  to  whome  they  were  entrusted  some 
prisoners  stole  away  in  the  darke  night ;  but  next  day  hee  brought 
about  sixteene  into  Oxford  with  their  armes  and  horses,  whither 
the  report  of  this  so  well  managed  IF  exploit  arrived  before  hym,  Fol.  45 
with  singular  commendations  of  his  discretion  prudence  and  valour. 

Soone  after  hee  was  sent  with  his  Maty  to  joyne  his  Regiment  to 
the  Lord  Gorings  Army  in  the  West,  where  first  hee  was  made  He  is  made 
Commaunder   of    a   Brigade    then    Major   Generall   in   place   of  CQ^  .  of  ^r: 
Sr  Marmaduke  Langdale,  who  so  bravely  relieved  Pomfret  Castle  Brigade  then 
besieged  and  got  such  a  great  Victory  over  them  with  inconsider- 
able number  of  men. 

The   Lord  General  Goring  understanding  that  the  Enemy  had 
possessed  a  towne  called  Christ-Church,  which  they  had  partly 
fortified,  hee  sent  Sr  John,  with  the  commaund  of  five  hundred  At  Christ- 
foot  and  nere  upon  a  thousand  horse  and  Dragons  to  beat  them  rideth  at  y« 
out  of  it,  and  make  it  good  for  his  Maties  service  ;  hee  marched  on  head  of  the 
horse-back  at  the  head  of  the  foot,  and  though  a  gallant  Major  of 
foot  was  killed  11  at  his  stirrop,  yet  hee  still  advanced  on  and  with    Fol.  45  D 
the  foot  beat  the  Enemies  out  of  their  workes  with  their  great 
losse  into  the  Church  nere  which  his  men  gained  a  house.     Hee 
still  sit  on  horse-back  encouraging  the  foot  in  their  assault  of  the 
church,  and  escaped  narrowly  many  dangerous  shots  made  at  hym. 
But  seeing  the  Church  could  not  bee  wonne  by  force  of  foot  but 
by  famine  or  ordinance  of  which  hee  was  not  provided,  and  beeing 
acertained  that  a  great  body  of  Souldiers  were  upon  their  nere 
march  to  releave  their  fellowes  gonne  to   church   against   their 


108  HECTOR  BRITANNICUS 

will  by  appointment  and  order  hee  drew  of  his  men  without  any 
considerable  losse  and  repaired  safe  to  the  mayne  armie. 

Sr  John  in  his  Office  of  Major  Generall  was  so  carefull  of  his 
charge  that  what  others  usuallie  entrust  to  their  Adjutants  and 
subordinate  officers,  upon  whose  weake  shoulders  they  disburthen 
Fol.  46        IT  the  heavie  load  of  their  weighty  affaires,  hee  would  alwais  attend 
to  them  himself  :  and  the  chief  Commaunders  were  so  confident  of 
his  vigilancy  and  care  that  when  they  saw  hym  present,  they  con- 
He  look  into  ceived  they  might  bee  dispensed  withall  to  absent  themselves  for 
himseffrgC     some   howers   from  their   severall  Offices,   not  doubting  but  hee 
would  supply  what  might  bee  wanting  in  their  absence. 

Sr  John  well  knowing  in  his  discretion  of  how  dangerous  a 
consequence  it  was  for  souldiers  upon  duty  to  bee  carelesse  and 
negligent,  especially  the  Ennemie  being  at  hand  and  ready  to  lay 
hold  upon  any  the  least  advantage  given,  whereby  often  whole 
armies  and  townes  relying  upon  them,  have  bene  at  unawares 
Hee  looks      surprized  by  undiscovered  ennemies  till  it  was  too  late  to  prevent : 
discharge      ^ee  severall  tymes  in  the  day  and  night,  as  occasion  served,  went 
their  Dutyes.  to  observe  how  the  out-guards  (of  whole  care  and  diligence  depen- 
ded the  safety  of  the  whole  army)  discharged  their  duty,  and  the 
Fol.  46  D    trust  reposed  in  them,  and  if  hee  1T  marked  any  neglect  hee  would 
mildly  put  them  in  mynd  of  the  danger  both  themselves  and  the 
army  incurred  thereby  which  gentle  admonition  more  prevailed 
with  them  then  the  menacing  words,  fearfull  oathes  and  often 
severe  blowes  of  some  other  commaunders  lesse  maisters  of  them- 
selves and  their  passions  then  governours  of  their  souldiers. 
Hee  was  He  was  still  very  close  in  carrying  on  his  designes,  keeping  them 

designes  hlS  in  nis  breast  and  not  imparting  them  to  any  till  the  necessary  tyme 
was  of  putting  them  in  execution,  which  course  if  it  had  bene 
punctually  observed  in  his  Matles  Armies  by  the  chief  commaunders 
and  others  privie  to  the  mysteries  of  warre  since  the  beginning 
thereof,  their  resolved  intentions  had  not  bene  so  frequently  preven- 
ted nor  their  [Secret  counsells  anticipated  by  the  Ennemy  to  the 
great  domage  of  the  Kings  once  flourishing  armies,  to  the  discour- 
aging of  his  faithfull  souldiers  and  heartning  of  his  Ennemies. 
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If  this  example  of  Sr  John  had  bene  put  1  in  practise  both  in  the  Fol.  47 
army  and  Court,  the  close  Committee  at  London  would  not  with 
their  golden  key  have  opened  the  Kings  Cabinet  and  the  Results 
of  Councells  of  warre,  nor  would  their  armies  in  all  probability 
have  had  such  prosperous  successe  in  their  undertakings,  as  of  late, 
but  if  some  notoriously  detected  in  this  kind  by  an  exemplar 
punishment  had  bene  made  a  president  to  others  it  would  have 
kept  them  in  their  duty  and  courbed  them,  for  reward  and  punish- 
ment are  as  it  were  the  two  axel-trees  whereon  the  wheeles  of  a 
well  governed  Kingdome  or  common-wealth  are  turned. 

Taunton  in  Sommerset-shyre   having   bene  long  besieged  and 
distressed  by  the  kings  forces  under  Sr  Richard  Greenfield  the  Taunton 
parliament  sent  Sr  William  Waller  Westward  to  relieve  if  hee  could  §f  Sd  by 
his  afflicted  brethren  with  his  army  ;  but  hee  found  it  a  harder  Green. 
taske  then  hee  conceited  for  the  right  Honble  the  Lord  Goring 
attended  his  motions  and  1F  his  no  lesse  vigilant  then  valiant  Major    Fol.  47  D 
Generall  Sr  John  Digby  gave  him  leave  to  rest  nether  night  or  day, 
but  still  plied  hym  arid  wearied  hym  out  with  almost  continuall 
alarmes  falling  upon  his  quarters  not  onely  in  the  night  (beating 
hym  at  his  owne  weapon)  but  in  the  morning,  at  noone-day  and  at 
all  howers   even  in  the  view   of   his   head-quarters,    where   not- 
withstanding hee  lay  couchant  not  daring  peepe  forth  to  the  rescue 
of  his  men  who  were  struck  with  such  panick  feare  and  amazement 
and  terrour  that  they  have  rid  through  townes  full  speed  with  their 
naked  swords  in  their  hands,where  their  fellowes  without  giving  them 
an  alarme  whereby  within  an  hower  after  their  quarters  perhaps  S.  W.  Wai- 
have  bene  beaten  up.     Wherefore  in  the  space  of  three  weeks  at  defeated  by 
the  most,  Sr  William  Wallers  whole  army  was  killed  partly  and  beating  up 


taken  by  Sr  John  partly  dispersed,  and  put  to  a  shamefull  flight.        i 

Then  Generall  Goring  joyning  his  forces  to  Sr  Richard  Green- 
fields in  a  short  tyme  had  so  H  straitned  Taunton  and  driven  it  to        Fol.  48 
such  exigents  that  without  speedy  relief  it  was  upon  the  tearmes  of 
capitulating  and  surrending,  when  unluckily  the  Lord  Goring  horse  The  L.  Gor  : 
beeing  called  away  under  pretense  of  securing  the  Kings  march  ^0 
out  of  Oxford  towards  the  relief  of  Chester  then  besieged,  in  the  ton. 

8 
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meane  season  for  all  the  Westerne  horse  and  foot  left  behind  to 
relieved  for  make  good  the  siege,  Taunton  was  relieved  by  an  inconsiderable 
ally8 Wester- number  of  the  Enemy  to  the  small  credit  of  the  Westerne  men, 

who  if  as  willing  as  able  might  with  ease  have  hindred  it. 
Cromwell          Cromwell    had    besieged    Faringdon    but   withdrew   upon   the 
Fa^ngdon!    approach   of   the    Lord   Gorings   forces,    yet   some    of    his    men 
possessed  themselves  of  New-bridge  with  intention  to  have  inter- 
rupted the   Lord  Gorings   passage  ;    notwithstanding   which    op- 
position by  the   Heroicall  courage  of  the  Lord  Generall  who  in 
person  charged  them  most  resolutely  and  of  gallant  Major  Generall 
Fol.  48  D    Sr  John  Digby  H   and  part  of  the  Regiment   of  the  brave   Lord 
Carnavon  whose  valour  still  breathed  in  his  men,  after  a  sharp 
His  men        dispute  at  sharp  for  above  half  an  hower  with  disgrace  and  much 
Newbridge,   losse  they  were  beaten  from  the  bridge  and  forced  to  runne  for 
it.     Which  hapned  even  in  the  nick  of  tyme  for  otherwise  if  they 
had  made  good  the  bridge  and  joyned  with  their  other  forces 
beyond  the  water  they  would  have  endangered  to  have  fallen  upon 
the  Lord  Gorings  quarters  that  night. 

The  relievers  of  Taunton  in  their  returne  homeward  were  en- 

countred   by  the  Kings  horse  at  South- Petherton  bridge  which 

The  Relie-     they  had  strongly  manned,  yet  by  the  Valour  of  the  Lord  Goring 

tofTdriven11"  anc*  h*s  Major  Generall  Sr  John  they  were  forced  and  pursued  in 

back  againe  great  disorder  and  confusion  to  Taunton,  where  they  were  besieged 

Castie  togeather  with  their  brethren  whome  they  had  so  lately  relieved, 

and  helped  them  more  speedily  away  with  the  provisions  laid  in, 

but  they  were  unwelcome  because  uninvited  guests. 

Fol.  49  1F  But  Taunton  now  growne  more  confident  by  reason  of  the 

unexpected  supplie  of  these  new  forces  driven  in  against  their  will, 

Taunton  ^      made  frequent  sallies  and  often  fell  upon  the  guards  of  horse  and 

Kings'gards  foote  with   different   successe.     Wherefore    Sr   John   desirous   to 

redresse  these  inconveniences  was  carefull  often  in  his  owne  person 

to  observe  and  see  how  the  guards  discharged  their  severall  duties 

in  which  the  whole  army  was  so  much  interessed,  and  having  one 

afternoone  certaine  intelligence  that  the  Ennemy  with  a  strong 

party  of  horse  was  abroad  hee  drew  forth  three  score  musquetiers, 
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and  himself  would  needs  have  the  leading  and  ordering  of  them  Sr  John 
hee  disposed  them  in  an  ambuscade  in  a  place  very  advantagious  musquetiers 
for  their  owne  security,  whence  without  danger  they  might  have  toanAm- 
killed  most  of  the   Enemies  horse  as  they  were  of  necessity  to 
passe  by  ;   but  the  musquetiers  stood  not  to  their  armes  and  their  J^to  their 
hearts,  or  honesly  or  both  failed  them  and  they  hym  f  in  his  greatest  armes. 
need  of  their  service,  for  the  musquetiers  would  not  shoot  at  but    Fol.  49  D 
slowly,  though  encouraged  and  commaunded  by  Sr  John,  till  the 
Enemy  was  now  out  of  distance  ;  and  then  they  discharged  a 
whole  voley,  which  cowardlinesse  or  rather  wilfull  neglect  of  their 
duty  the  Enemy  out  of  their  reach  observing,  returned  againe  and 
let  freely  fly  their  pistols  and  carbines  at  the  foot  not  able  to 
approach  with  their  horse  by  reason  of  a  deep  dick  and  banke 
betweene  so  well  the  ambuscade  was  chosen  for  the  security  of  the 
foot  and  certaine  annoyance  of  the  Ennemy,  if  they  had  showed 
themselves  couragious  souldiers  and  men  of  their  hands. 

They  killed  the  Captaine  of  the  foot  a  gallant  resolute  man,  and 
shot  Sr  John  in  the  right  arme  somewhat  above  the  elbow,  which  SF  John  *s 
wound  nothing  amated  his  undaunted  courage,  hee  drew  of  thinking  righ/arme. 
at  first  hee  had  receaved  but  some  slight  hurt  and  rid  with  his  men 
pleasantly  and  f  merrily  at  a  good  distance  of,  where  being  dressed        Fol.  50 
the  wound  appeared  greater  then  was  apprehended  where  taking 
no  rest   that  night  in  regard  of  the  extraordinary  anguish   and 
paine,  the  next  day  in  a  souldier-like  litter  hee  was  conveyed  to  *?  ee  is  car.~ 
Bridgewater  the  next  towne  of  safely  from  the  danger   of   the  gewatei. 
approaching  Ennemy. 

The   right    Honble   the    Lord   Generall   Goring   with  the   chief 
Commaunders  often  visited  hym  and  seemed  much  to  lament  his  He  IS  visited 
sad  case,  and  resented  the  want  they  found  of  hym  in  their  army  ted  by  ye 
which  was  more  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  all  and  found  at  the  Prime  Com- 
unfortunate  Battaile  not  long  after  at  Lamport. 


Among  their  great  advantages  the  Parliament  hath  had  of  his 
Maty  I  conceive  the  least  hath  not  bene  that  they  have  had  so  great  advantage 
choise  both  of  sea  and  land-chirurgions  whereby  it  hath  happened  j^  y*0^ng 
that  many  of  their  men  though  grievously  and  dangerously  wounded,  chirurgions. 
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Fol.  50  D  have  bene  strangely  and  beyond  If  expectation  cured  as  might  bee 
instanced  in  Major  Skippon  and  others  ;  and  on  the  contrary  his 
Majesties  men  have  miscarried  and  dyed  of  slight  seeming  hurts 
for  want  of  good,  experienced  and  skilf nil  chirurgions,  whereof  there 
hath  bene  too  frequent  and  wofull  tryall. 

The  Lord  Generall  Goring  was  pleased  to  leave  for  his  cure  the 
chirurgion  Generall  of  his  army  who  though  it  is  hoped  did  his 
endeavour,  yet  ether  too  confident  of  his  owne  skill,  or  not  fully 
apprehending  the  danger  or  for  some  other  reasons  would  not 
permit  other  chirurgions  (after  the  2  or  3  tyme  when  there  appeared 
no  danger)  to  bee  present  at  the  opening  and  dressing  of  the 
wound,  which  was  never  thoroughly  searched  nor  launched  to  find 
and  take  out  the  bullet  and  when  hee  was  often  importunely  desired 
to  have  the  opinion  and  advise  of  some  other  chirurgions  hee  would 
not  heare  of  it  saying  it  would  bee  a  disparagement  to  hym  to 
consult  with  any  who  were  under  hym  although  all  sufficiently 

Fol.  51  know  that  even  the  best  1[  Doctours  and  chirurgions  who  conceive 
their  patients  in  danger  doe  usually  admit  a  Councell  of  those  of 
their  profession,  the  better  to  administer  to  them  what  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  all  is  conceived  most  fitting.  Which  course 
if  it  had  bene  taken  in  ordering  of  Sr  John  his  wound  it  would  have 
given  his  frends  and  the  world  better  satisfaction  and  had  cleared 
the  chirurgion  himself  from  suspicion  of  any  neglect  of  his  duty 
according  to  his  place  and  profession,  to  which  now  thorough  too 
much  an  overweening  conceit  of  his  owne  sufficiency  and  skill  in 
rejecting  the  advise  of  others,  hee  hath  made  himself  liable. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  hurt  had  not  proved  mortall  if 
the  wound  had  bene  well  searched  and  ordered  from  the  beginning 
and  afterwards  by  a  skillfull,  honest  and  carefull  chirurgion  ;  for 
the  bullet  as  it  was  discovered  after  his  death,  having  made  its  way 
through  the  bone  of  the  arme  lay  but  little  under  the  skin,  which  the 
chirurgion,  launcing  when  it  was  too  late  without  difficulty  tooke  out. 

Fol.  51  D  Sr  John  lay  day  and  night  in  unspeakable  and  1F  excessive  paine 
which  hee  endured  with  invincible  patience,  the  anguish  of  his 
wound  debarred  him  almost  of  all  rest,  hee  was  kept  at  a  very  spare 
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dyet  under  pretence  least  hee  should  fall  into  a  feaver  ;  his  wound 
never  disposed  to  gangrene  or  swell  upward. 

The  one  and  thirty  dayes  hee  kept  his  bed  in  small  rest  and  great 
paine  of  his  wound,  hee  spent  most  piously  and  religiously  in  the 
frequent  and  continuall  exercice  of  true  solid  and  Christian  Vertues 
to  the  great  edification  of  those  who  gave  their  continuall  attendance 
upon  hym  ;  hee  was  most  exactly  and  punctually  observant  of  the 
prescriptions,  orders  and  directions  of  the  Doctour  and  chirurgion. 

The  weaker  hee  daily  grew  in  body  the  more  vigorous  hee 
became  in  spirit,  and  finding  himself  in  a  declining  condition  hee 
carefully  used  the  best  and  wholesome  meanes  his  languishing 
state  worthily  required  ;  wherefore  practising  invincible  patience 
and  perfectly  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  hee  piously  breathed 
forth  his  pure  soule  1  into  the  hands  of  his  Creatour  the  sixteenth  Fol.  52 
day  of  July,  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred 
forty  five  about  fower  in  the  morning  ;  and  released  from  the  prison 
of  this  wretched  mortality,  is  rewarded  in  Heaven,  as  wee  con- 
fidently hope  and  piously  believe  for  his  Life  so  innocently  and 
vertuously  led  on  Earth. 

Bridgewater  had  now  bene  closely  besieged  by  Sr  Thomas 
Fairefax  about  a  fortnight,  wherefore  his  funerall  exequies  could 
not  very  solemnely  bee  performed.  Hee  was  buried  in  the  Chan- 
cell  of  the  Church,  his  herse  was  carried  and  accompied  that  night 
by  the  chief  Comraaunders  and  prime  Gentry  then  in  towne,  who 
by  their  unfamed  grief  gave  evident  signes  and  testimonies  how 
much  they  resented  his  Death.  The  next  day,  the  Besiegers  it 
seemes  having  good  intelligencers  within  the  walles  cryed  out  in 
an  insulting  and  upbraiding  manner  to  the  Defendants.  Where  is 
now  your  stout  Champion  Digby  hee  can  no  more  IF  defend  you  for  Fol.  52  D 
hee  is  dead  and  buried  last  night.  Within  few  dayes  after  the 
towne  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ennemy. 

To  the  never  dying  Memory  of  the  Vertue  and  Valour  of  this 
brave  and  gallant  champion  of  his  King  Sr  John,  not  onely  at  the 
desire  and  solicitation  of  some  frends  who  have  interest  in  mee, 
but  much  more  out  of  my  respects  and  knowledge  of  his  worthy 
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person  and  deserts,  I  was  willing  to  contribute  these  my  grosse 
materialls  wishing  and  hoping  some  more  able  hand  will  bee 
pleased  to  order  them,  and  some  more  expert  artificer  will  polish 
and  square  them  by  their  more  exact  Line  and  Compasse  of  skill 
into  an  historicall  Monument  wherein  his  Vertuous  and  valiant 
exploits  may  bee  enregistred  and  engraven.  My  earnest  desire  is 
that  these  my  rude  draughts  may  at  least  serve  as  an  obscure  and 
darke  foile  to  set  of  the  bright  lustre  of  better  pens  in  the  same 

Fol.  53  subject  1F  whereby  I  shall  deeme  my  small  paines  happily  bestowed 
if  never  so  little  I  may  assist  to  expresse  the  deserved  praise  and 
Noble  Worth  of  hym,  whome  living  I  affectionately  loved,  and 
gloriously  dead  in  defense  of  his  soveraigne,  I  honour. 

I  can  not  in  testimony  of  my  sincere  and  true  respects  to  so  well 
deserving  and  gallant  a  worthy,  but  inscribe  upon  his  monument 
this  Epitaph. 

Sr  John  Digby  late  valiant  Major  Generall  of  his  sacred  Maties 
forces  in  the  West  (under  the  right  Honble  L.  Generall  Goring) 
sprung  from  noble  and  renowned  Ancestours,  embellished  with  the 
most  radiant  gemmes  of  Vertue,  Learning  Education  and  Valour, 
which  shined  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  like  a  bright  Sunne 
having  enlightened  this  our  little  world  of  England  with  his  bright 
rayes,  overshadowed  at  Taunton  in  Sommerset  shire  with  a  ruddy 

Fol.  53  D  or  rather  bloody  cloud  IF  set  at  Bridgewater  in  the  west  the  sixteenth 
of  July  one  thousand  six  hundred  fourty  live  by  a  noble  death  in 
defense  of  his  Soveraigne  Liege  King  Charles  ;  and  shall,  wee 
hope  rise  againe  in  the  East  of  a  blessed  and  endlesse  Eternity  in 
company  of  all  the  Saints  and  those  glorious  Martyrs,  who  having 
washed  their  stoles  in  the  sacred  blood  of  the  Immaculate  Lamb, 
have  dyed  them  in  graine  with  the  rich  Cochenell  of  their  owne 
blood  and  togeather  with  them  shall  sing  an  immortall  and  victo- 
rious Pcean  and  in  triumphe  to  this  never  dying  Generall  Christ 
Jesus  under  whose  Royall  Standard  of  the  holy  Crosse  hee  so 
manfully  and  vertuously  fought  during  life. 

FINIS. 


f    A   SHORT    CHARACTER    OR   MODELL  Fol.  54 

OF   THE   OUTWARD   AND    INWARD    MAN    OF 

SIR  JOHN   DIGBY 


I  will  imitate  herein  a  famous  artist  who  being  requested  by  a 
frend  to  paint  hym  a  great  and  fierce  Lyon  according  to  his 
perfect  and  full  proportion  and  dimensions,  not  having  at  hand  a 
table  large  enough,  with  few  draughts  of  his  skilfull  pensill  limmed 
but  one  of  his  pawes  with  this  Motto  under  it  Ex  UNGUE  LEONEM, 
that  is  by  this  one  pawe  guesse  and  make  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
Lion.  In  like  manner  I  avouch  in  the  present  subject  we  handle 
Ex  UNGUE  LEONEM  by  this  short  abstract  of  Sr  John  Digby  gather 
his  greatnesse  and  Worth  if  hee  were  set  forth  at  the  full  with  the 
lively  and  well  mingled  Colours  of  his  vertues,  Valour,  and 
Innocency. 

f  Sr  John  Digby  nobly  descended,  was  even  from  a  child,  reli-  Fol.  54  D 
giously  pious  and  devout  towards  God,  obedient  and  lovingly 
dutifull  to  his  mother  the  Lady  Digby  of  Gotehurst  in  Buckingham- 
shire affectionately  observant  to  his  tutours,  respective  to  his 
equalls,  affable  and  courteous  to  his  inferiours  and  finally  amiable 
and  loving  to  all  with  whome  hee  did  consort. 

Hee  was  well  scene  in  the  liberall  sciences  ;  hee  studied  and 
defended  his  whole  Course  of  Philosophic  in  a  frequent  Assembly 
of  Princely  and  Honble  Personages  with  generall  applause  and 
singular  honour  to  our  English  Nation,  hee  was  skilfull  in  Musique 
and  naturally  perfect  in  the  Italian  and  French. 

Hee  diligently  reaped  the  true  fruits  from  his  travailes  by  care- 
fully and  exactly  polishing  and  civilizing  his  exteriour  man  by  the 
quaint  gentilenesse  of  foraigne  Nations,  but  not  in  the  least  tainting 
his  inward,  though  in  the  midst  of  dangerous  allurements,  with  the 
staynes  of  their  vices. 
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Fol.  55  IF  Hee  was  rarely  endowed  with  a  singular  and  solid  Judgement,  a 

quick  apprehension  and  perspicacious  understanding  :  hee  was 
maister  of  a  faithfull  and  tenacious  Memory,  which  served  hym  as 
a  safe  magazine  to  store  up  so  rich  treasures  of  different  learning. 
His  mynd  was  still  busied  and  seriously  employed  in  most  laudable 
objects,  and  generously  disdayned  whatsoever  might  seeme  less 
suitable  to  one  of  his  profession,  breeding  and  quality. 

His  Conversation  was  judicious  and  modest,  his  Recreations 
innocently  and  harmelesly  pleasant,  and  no  way  offensive,  but 
rather  cheerefully  gratefull,  and  gratefully  cheerefull,  his  discourse 
was  never  lavish  and  extravagant,  but  grave,  moderate,  substan- 
tiall  and  confined  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  a  rescrued 
discretion  ;  his  Words  but  few,  yet  such  and  so  fitly  couched  that 
every  one  might  seeme  to  have  passed  the  touch-stone  of  a  prudent 
circumspection  being  poized  in  the  equall  and  just  balance  of  a 
sage  decorum  ;  accommodating  each  sentence  and  word  to  the 

Fol.  55  D    f  parties   humour  and   disposition  with  whome  hee  treated,  yet 
without  any  affectation,  Vanity  or  singularity. 

This  his  so  well  tempered  comportment  rendred  hym  acceptable 
and  kindly  gratefull  not  onely  to  his  frends  and  domesticks  with 
whome  he  lovingly  and  familiarly  conversed,  but  even  to  strangers 
and  forraigners  who  were  ambitious  of  his  acquaintance  and 
frendship,  of  which  though  hee  was  not  at  all  nice  yet  after  a 
civill  entertaynement  hee  discretly  let  it  fall  on  his  part  when  hee 
saw  any  inconvenience  might  accrew  thereof. 

Hee  refused  noble  proffers  of  honble  advancement  in  forraine 
States  and  Warres,  being  desirous  to  stand  disengaged  to  strangers 
in  case  his  King  might  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  hym,  as  hee 
did  in  an  eminent  Manner,  in  whose  service  and  defense  hee 
willingly  and  couragiously  afterwards  pawned  his  Life. 

Fol.  56  And  thus  much  for  his  outward  man  obvious  IT  to  the  view  of  all, 

much  more  might  bee  said  touching  his  inward,  but  my  prefixed 
brevity  will  not  licence  mee  to  exceed  my  bounds  proposed  to  my 
self  in  the  beginning,  yet  I  will  give  a  slight  hint  thereof  which 
may  serve  as  a  small  scantling  of  a  larger  piece  which  I  hope  will 
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bee  spunne  and  woven  into  a  better  Webbe  by  a  more  skillfull  and 
cunning  hand. 

Wherefore  to  begin  with  his  faith  towards  God  which  is  the  solid 
foundation  and  rock  whereupon  all  ye  spirituall  building  of  a 
Christian  is  reared,  how  substantiall  it  was  and  sincere,  may  bee 
easily  gathered  by  the  whole  tenour  of  his  Life,  but  espacially  by 
that  publique,  and  constant-profession  of  his  Faith  being  surrounded 
with  the  whole  Scotish  army  when  hee  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Scots  at  Newborne  fight  nere  Newcastle  in  the  North,  for  being 
demaunded  of  what  Religion  and  faith  hee  was,  I  am,  saith  hee, 
a  Roman  Catholique  and  so  am  resolued  to  live  and  dy. 

1"  From  this  so  firme,  constant  and  lively  faith  sprung  his  stedfast  Fol.  56  D 
hope  and  confidence  in  Almighty  God,  that  though  frequently 
tossed,  with  boisterous  waves  and  violent  surges  of  afflictions, 
miseries  and  Imprisonments  which  hee  most  resolutely  and  patiently 
suffered  for  his  Love  to  God  and  his  King  yet  hee  was  never  scene 
to  bee  dejected  or  dismaid  but  cheered  both  himself  and  others 
with  Hope  to  see  the  storme  blowne  over,  and  enjoy  the  quiet 
calme  of  a  better  condition. 

His  ardent  charity  towards  God  hee  maid  brightly  shine  by  his 
carefull  observing  of  his  holy  Commaundements  and  keeping  his 
soule  and  conscience  free  from  the  staynes  of  sinne  as  much  as 
humane  frailty  would  permit,  using  speciall  care  to  eschiew 
occasions  of  sinne,  and  applying  seasonable  and  convenient  remedies 
both  to  preserve  from  falling  and  to  raise  hym  being  fallen. 

Hee  exercized  frequently  with  much  devotion  and  attention  the 
highest  and  chiefest  acts  of  IF  Religion,  and  when  hee  was  to  under-  Fol.  57 
goe  an  enterprize  which  might  imply  danger  and  difficulty  hee  ad- 
vised with  discreet  and  wise  vertuous  men  how  hee  was  to  behave 
himself  therein  ;  and  in  an  exquisite  manner  for  many  dayes 
togeather  sequestring  himself  from  others  wordly  employments, 
recommended  to  God  the  successe  thereof,  craving  most  piously 
his  divine  assistance  for  the  well  ordering  and  managing  the 
businesse  which  hee  tooke  in  hand. 

Though  his  prudence,  Judgement  and  discretion  was  great,  yet 
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hee  would  not  rely  upon  them  but  in  matters  of  greater  moment 
and  higher  concernement  hee  permitted  himself  to  bee  overswayed 
by  the  opinion  of  others,  whose  dictamen  and  Verdict  hee  would 
humbly  follow,  though  the  party  otherwise  was  not  so  well  able  to 
advise  as  hee  hymself,  so  farre  was  hee  from  overvalewing  his 
owne  and  undervalewing  other  mens  opinions,  which  is  a  rare 
thing  and  seldome  found  in  one  in  whome  so  many  prerogatives 
both  of  grace  and  Nature  were  in  their  prime. 

Fol.  57  D  f  Hee  was  faithfull,  sincere  and  loving  to  his  frends  and  kind, 
affable,  gentle,  civill  and  courteous  to  his  neighbours.  Pitty  and 
Compassion  seemed  to  bee  inbred  and  naturall  to  hym.  Hee  was 
still  very  wary  not  to  taxe  the  defects  of  others  yea  though  hee 
heard  any  enveigh  against  some  persons  absent,  hee  would  ether 
excuse  them  or  utter  some  thing  to  their  praise  or  at  least  modestly 
hold  hys  peace.  Hee  was  never  given  to  those  three  most  ordinary 
and  hatefull  vices  of  Lust  swearing  and  drinking  which  beare  so 
great  sway  in  the  world  and  most  frequently  spoile  and  drowne 
other  good  and  commendable  parts.  Much  more  might  and  perhaps 
hereafter  may  at  a  more  seasonable  tyme  bee  recounted  concerning 
these  and  other  Vertues  which  were  singular  and  remarkeable  in 
hym,  which  may  serve  as  a  patterne  for  all  to  imitate. 

But  that  which  did  most  adorne  these  and  such  like  Graces, 
Vertues  and  good  qualities  in  hym,  was,  his  being  free  from  Pride 

Fol.  58        and  an  1  overweening  conceit  in  regard  to  them. 

Hee  was  alwais  void  of  singularity  and  affectation,  and  behaved 
hymself  with  such  modestie  that  his  diserved  praises  uttered  by 
any  in  his  presence  did  stayne  his  cheeks  with  a  bashfull  blush  so 
farre  was  hee  from  being  trumpeter  of  his  owne  commendations. 
What  shall  1  say  of  his  Magnanimity  and  generous  Valour  ?  of 
which  hee  hath  given  ample  testimonies  to  the  whole  Kingdome  : 
shall  I  speake  of  his  Judgement  and  knowledge  in  martiall  affaires  ? 
It  were  in  vain  for  it  is  notoriously  knowne  both  to  frends  who 
highly  prized  hym  for  it,  and  to  Ennemies  who  tryed  it  in  severall 
encounters  to  their  owne  cost.  Yet  I  can  not  omit  in  conclusion 
his  unstayned  Loyalty  towards  his  King,  whose  cause  hee  espoused 
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and  courageously  maintayned  in  so  many  bloody  battailes  wherein 

hee  runne  eminent   hazard  of  his  Life  which   at  last  hee  most 

1F  willingly  sacrificed  in  defense  of  his  Soveraigne  King  Charles,  and    Fol.  58  D 

sealed  the  Writ  of  his  Allegiance  with  his  owne  blood,  encouraging 

hereby  all  good  Christians  and  loyall  subjects  to  suffer  the  last 

extremities  rather  then  swarve  from  their  faith  to  God  and  Duty 

to  their  King  his  Vicegerent  on   Earth  whereby  hee  hath  justly 

purchased  a  lasting  memory  among  men  and  an  immortall  guerdon 

and  reward  in  Heaven  of  his  just,  vertuous  and  pious  Life. 


FINIS. 
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AN    INVITATION 

TO  MR.  KENELME,  MR.  JOHN  AND  MR. 

GEORGE  DIGBY,  THE  TRIPLE  HOPEFULL 

ISSUE  OF  Sr  KENELME  DIGBY  TO 

IMITATE    THE    VERTUOUS    LIFE    OF 
THEIR    FAMOUS    UNKLE 

Sr  JOHN  DIGBY 


IF  You  three  brave  Impes  of  gallant  Digbies  race  Fol.  59 

Whose  Fathers  worth  through  Europe  doth  rebound, 
Your  unkles  Vertues  in  your  Lives  enchase. 
Which  will  your  names  to  after  Ages  sound, 
For  Vertue  is  a  Gemme  most  rich  and  cleare, 
Which  men  to  God  and  the  World  doth  endeare. 

Paint  upon  the  tables  of  your  pure  soules 
Apelles-like  in  Colours  mingled  well 
The  Pourtrait  of  his  Vertues,  which  controules 
All  soule-killing  Vice  which  guides  to  Hell, 
This  will  your  Unkle's  soule  in  Heaven  rejoyce 
This  will  you  make  high  Heavens  Darlings  choise 
The  Noble  Romans  caused  their  Children  beare 
About  their  necks  the  Picture  of  some  rare 
Ancestour,  which  should  to  their  eyes  appeare 
With  whose  brave  acts  they  might  their  lives  compare 
With  whose  bright  lustre  they  might  darknesse  chase 
Of  Vice,  which  would  their  noble  names  embase 

1  So  in  your  Breasts  your  Unkles  picture  weare  Fol.  59  D 

Garnished  with  unstain'd  faith  and  Loyalty 
To  God  and  his  King,  and  zeale  hee  did  beare 
Unto  his  countries  weale  and  honestie 
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Which  Vertues  make  hym  live  in  each  Mans  breast 
And  yield  hym  a  prime  place  among  the  blest 
And  when  you  are  allur'd  to  uglie  sin 
Like  that  Roman  your  tinkles  image  kisse 
Which  you  should  find  lodged  your  breast  within 
And  say  farre  bee '/  from  us  to  doe  ought  amisse 
Or  of  thy  name  unworthy,  this  will  bee 
A  Bridle  to  Vice  a  spurre  /'  Honestie. 


FINIS. 


f   To   THE   MUCH    HONOURED   AND    VfiRTUOUS   LADY,        Fol.  60  D 

THE  LADY  DIGBY   OF   GOTEHURST    IN    BUCKING- 
HAMSHIRE,  UPON   THE  MUCH  LAMENTED  DEATH 
OF     HER      PIOUS      AND      VALIANT      SoNNE 

Sr   JOHN    DIGBY 


Madame,  the  lost  is  great  you  have  sutain'd 
By  the  Death  of  your  Sonne,  whose  Vertues  gain'd 
Him  Honour  with  his  frends  and  Foes,  his  Fame 
In  future  Ages  shall  enhance  your  Name. 
I  must  not  wonder  that  your  eyes  doe  powre 
Fountaines  of  teares  for  so  choise  a  flowre 
Crept  from  your  garden  in  his  highest  prime 
Of  Worth  and  Vertues  unblemish'd  with  Crime 
Yet  give  mee  leave  f  avouch,  those  teares  should  run 
Not  in  griefs  channel  for  your  pious  Sonne 
Stint  then  those  floods  of  grief,  let  teares  of  Joy 
Supply  their  place,  hoping  hee  doth  enjoy 

f  Without  all  feare  of  loosing,  Heavens  blisse  Fol.  61 

And  you  in  Glories  expecting  is. 


FINIS. 


ENGLANDS  FUNERALL  TEARES  SHED  UPON  THE  TOMB 

OF 
S*r  JOHN   DIGBY 


All  mourners  sad  consigne  your  teares  to  mee 
Who  have  just  cause  my  self  to  moane,  since  hee 
Who  was  my  Joy  is  dead,  my  gallant  Knight 
My  martiall  Digby,  and  true  Valours  Light 
And  is  hee  dead  ?  my  Heart  tells  mee  hee  lives 
And  ever  shall  in  it,  my  eyes  it  gives 
A  check  for  being  Fountaines  of  sad  teares 
Since  hee  is  gonne  to  dwell  above  the  spheares. 
Why  should  you  weep  saith  it  ?  though  hee  is  dead 
Envie  can  not  cut  his  Vertues  Lifes  thread. 
Hee  Phoenix-like  from  his  fragrant  nest 
Of  Vertues  Baulmes,  is  flowne  to  perfect  rest. 
Fol.  61  D  IF  His  noble  goodnesse  and  deserving  Parts 

To  enstall  hym  a  Worthy  moves  Mens  Hearts. 
His  zeale  and  Valour  link'd  to  his  loyall  mind 
Shall  render  hym  the  Darling  of  Mankind, 
His  love  to  his  King  and  Country  shall  ly 
EnrolPd  in  times  eternall  Memory. 


FINIS. 


AN  ELEGICALL  DIALOGUE 

BETWIXT  DAPHNIS  AND  A  WESTERNE  NYMPHE 

THE   UNTIMELY   DEATH   OF  THEIR  STOUT  CHAMPION 

S<  JOHN  DIGBY 


DAPHNIS  You  mournefull  Westerne  Nymphe  of  Britaines  He 
Whither  is  fleeted  all  your  wonted  Joy  ! 
Why  to  sad  ruth  is  chang'd  your  gladsome  smile  ? 
Your  teares  proclame  some  heart-launcing  annoy  : 
Vouchsafe  to  open  the  source  of  your  grief, 
And  I,  if  able,  will  afford  relief. 

NYMPHE  Hath  not  the  dolefull  Eccho  pierc'd  thine  eares  Fol.  62 

That  gallant  Digbies  shining  sunne  is  set 
In  Westerne  Deepes,  this  makes  out  brinish  teares 
Streame  in  full  tides,  this  doth  our  grief  beget 
Wise,  grave,  discreet  was  hee,  and  humbly  low 
And  for  his  country  weale  endur'd  much  woe 
His  prudence,  Worth  and  Valour  did  excell, 
His  sage  and  watchfull  Prowesse  were  most  rare, 
His  wisdome  did  foresee  and  eke  foretell 
The  wretched  state  wherein  we  plonged  are 
Since  then  our  Digbie's  dead  why  should  not  I, 
In  wayling  hym,  sound  forth  our  Miserie. 

DAPHNIS  I  can  not  but  beare  part  of  England  Crosse 
In  parting  with  her  Digby,  in  whose  Death 
The  West  must  needs  resent  heavy  losse, 
For  hee  to  their  Armies  did  courage  breath 
I  can  not  but  sad  Nymph  your  grief  commend 
I  cannot  but  condole  such  a  Frend 
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Fol.  62  D    1F  NYMPHE  His  sunne  dispersed  Wallers  armies  cloud, 

Hee  was  the  Anchore  of  our  Westerne  trust, 

Hee  was  the  Bowre  wherein  we  did  us  shroud 

Hee  was  our  Prop  whereof  was  no  distrust, 

Our  sunne  is  set,  and  our  Anchore  is  burst, 

Our  Bowre  is  faded  and  our  Prop  is  crusht 

Hee  was  the  starre  which  our  Armies  guided, 

The  Commaunders  staffe  which  did  direct  their  pace, 

His  Valours  tree  from  foes  them  shade  provided 

Hee  was  a  Leader  did  his  Country  grace, 

Our  Starre  is  fall'n  and  our  staff  is  broke 

Our  tree  and  Leader  felt  Deaths  fatall  stroke 

Our  sunne,  our  Anchore,  our  Piller,  our  Bowre 

Is  set,  is  crushed,  is  shrunk,  is  decay'd 

Our  Starre,  our  staffe,  our  tree  our  Leaders  powre 

Is  fallen,  broken  felPd  and  hath  Death  obay'd 

Yet  Death  thou  striv'st  in  vaine  from  mee  hym  to  part 

A  living  tomb  He  raise  hym  in  my  Heart. 


FINIS. 


f  AN  ELEGIE  Foi.  63 

UPON  THE  HEROICALL  AND  NOBLE  DEATH  OF  THAT 

PEERLESSE    AND     RENOWNED    CHAMPION    AND 
MlRROUR   OF   PERFECT   CHIVALRIE 

Sr  JOHN  DIGBY 


What  is  't  I  heare  ecchoing  in  myne  Eares  ? 

A  dolefull  sonnet  fountaine  of  sad  teares 

Gushing  from  the  flood-gates  of  weeping  eys, 

Which  with  heart-throbbing  sighes  thus  mournfull  cries 

Brave  Sr  John  Digby  flowre  of  Valour,  dread 

Of  his  Foes,  fightings  dead  in  Honours  Bed 

Is  Digby  dead  ?  can's  Martiall  Prowesse  dy  ? 

Can's  Vertue,  Wisdome,  Innocency  dy  ? 

How  is  hee  dead  ?  whose  undistained  fame 

Shall  blazon  unto  Mortalls  Digbies  name, 

His  name  which  never  can  obscured  bee 

By  thickest  clouds  of  Envy,  nor  shall  hee 

Eclypsed  stand  through  malice  of  his  foes, 

For  his  sun-shine  of  Vertue  will  disclose 

His  Worth  and  Valour,  whence  both  frend  &  Foe  Fol.  63  D 

Hee  rich  &  poore  endear'd,  both  high  and  low 

Is  Digby  therefore  dead  ?  whose  better  Part 

In  Heav'n  enjoyes  his  Maker  and  whose  Heart 

Fountaine  of  Life,  on  Earth  enshryned  lies 

In  the  devoted  Breasts  of  frends,  whose  eys 

Witnesse  their  grief  yet  cease,  o  cease  those  teares 

Which  sad  tributes  of  bleeding  Hearts  appeares 

Attend  what  his  blest  soule  from  Heav'n  doth  sound 

And  let  it  from  your  Eares  to  Heart  rebound 

Why  mourne  you  mee  who  have  quit  Worldly  toyes 

To  bee  possessed  of  immortall  Joyes  ! 

FINIS. 


AN  INVECTIVE  AGAINST  DEATH 

FOR      UNTIMELY      CROPPING      THE      FLOWRE      OF 

Sr  JOHN  DIGBIES  VERTUES 


0  Death  how  fatall  was  thy  dismall  blow, 

For  when  brave  Digbies  flowre  did  shoote  &  grow 
Thou  cropt  it  in  his  early  Vertues  bud, 
Was  it  perhaps  because  thou  saw'st  hym  good, 
Fol.  64  IT  Sage,  grave,  discreet,  humble,  just  and  devout 

Thou  thought  old  Nestors  glasse  hee  had  run  out 
But  this  thy  custome  is,  a  man  that 's  rare 
Thou  scarce  gives  leave,  old  ages  gowne  to  weare. 
De  : l  Vaine  man  why  gainst  my  deed  dost  thou  complaine  ? 
Why  dost  thou  Godd  accuse  ?  under  whose  raigne 

1  but  a  servant  am,  hee  bid  mee  seaze 
Digby's  rare  flowre  because  it  did  hym  please, 
I  cropt  it,  put  it  in  his  hand,  whose  sent 

Of  choisest  Vertues  gave  hym  prime  content. 
If  longer  it  in  earthly  mold  had  staid 
His  leaves  had  falFn  wither'd  and  decay'd 
But  in  Gods  hand  hee  shall  securely  rest 
And  never  fading  spring  among  the  blest. ' 


FINIS. 


UPON  THE  HAPPIE  DEATH 

OF  THAT   GALLANT   WORTHY 

Sr  JOHN  DIGBY 


Brave  Digbies  soule  was  infus'd  from  on  high 

Into  his  Body  by  Gods  sacred  hand 

In  whome  all  goodness  and  rare  Modestie  Fol.  64  D 

Did  in  their  proper  Center  lodged  stand 

His  Breast  a  Mag'zine  was  of  Verities  treasure 

Wherewith  God  hym  endow'd  in  great  measure 

His  spirit  enrich'd  with  Vertues  choisest  Gemmes 

And  quaint  endowments  of  Gods  heav'nly  grace 

Distasting  Earth  and  all  vaine  Honours  stemmes 

Repaired  againe  oft  soone  to  the  place 

From  whence  it  came  and  doth  admiring  sit 

His  makers  essence  who  created  it 

To  soone  alas  for  those  who  did  affect, 

His  humble  Mildnesse  and  deserving  Parts 

Too  soone  for  those,  who  now  sadly  reflect 

How  hee  by  Love  hath  stolne  away  their  hearts 

Their  Hearts  which  hee  to  Heav'n  hath  captives  led 

In  loves  sweet  Bands  fast  ty'd  &  manicled 

But  first  hee  dy'ed  for  his  Sov'raigne  King 

Whose  Cause  hee  espoused  in  many  a  fight 

Whence  his  fame  will  in  future  ages  ring  Fol.  65 

And  make  hym  shyne  with  Vertues  radiant  Light, 

A  sacrifize  for's  King  and  Countrie's  Good 

Hee  made  hymself  by  shedding  of  his  Blood 

At  Taunton  Deane  his  right  arme  was  shot 

Which  had  supported  long  the  Westerne  Crowne, 

Witnesse  is  Wallers  Army  which  could  not 

Rest  from  Hym  secure  in  field  nor  in  towner 

But  now  his  Army  lost,  Waller  did  hie 
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To  London  to  raise  hym  a  new  supply 

But  while  our  Knight  did  at  Bridgewater  ly, 

Sore  wounded,  at  Lamport  in  that  sad  day 

The  Kings  Army  mist  his  Vigilancie 

And  sage  conduct,  which  did  his  foes  dismay 

Soone  after  fell  the  Westerne  Crowne  to  ground 

Because  hee  dy'd  who  did  their  foes  confound. 


FINIS. 


f  Sr  JOHN  DIGBY  Fol.  65  D 

HIS  ARMES  AND  IMPRESA  UNFOLDED 


One  day  as  I  did  musing  sadly  stand, 

With  pensive  thought  casting  in  my  Mind 

How  many  gallant  Champious  of  our  Land 

Since  these  unnaturall  Warres,  death  unkind 

Hath  strucken  with  his  fierce  &  fatall  Dart, 

Which  deeply  hath  launc'd  many  bleeding  heart 

I  seem'd  to  see  a  comely  portly  Knight 

Mounted  upon  a  stately  prancing  steed 

Whose  Armour  dazled  myne  eyes  with  ye  light 

Which  sparkled  from  it  that  I  scarce  could  read 

Who  it  might  bee  who  to  my  sight  appeared 

And  of  his  Valour  had  such  trophies  rear'd 

Upon  his  shield  in  azure  field  hee  wore 

A  white  flowre  de  luce,  which  from  heav'n  was  sent 

For  France  to  beare  in  her  Armes  long  before, 

Which  at  this  day  is  that  Crownes  Ornament 

The  white  flowre  show'd  his  Life  Innocency 

Th'azure  that  his  thoughts  soar'd  to  God  on  high 

I  saw  an  Estridge  on  his  Helmet's  Crest  Fol.  66 

That  bird  so  much  famed  in  Historic, 

Because  his  stomach  Iron  can  digest 

This  Motto  nul  qu'un  was  thereby 

Which  to  mee  seem'd  not  void  of  Mystery, 

Wherefore  I  wish'd  some  scene  in  Heraldry 

Who  mee  the  hidden  secrets  would  unfold 

Of  his  so  strange  a  Motto  None  but  one, 

When  suddenly  I  found  my  thoughts  grow  bold 

To  dive  into  the  meaning  that  as  but  one 
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Bird  could  Iron,  but  Digby  could  digest 
Such  Iron-dangers  which  hym  still  opprest 
His  Love  to  his  dread  Sov'raigne  was  so  great 
That  nothing  to  hym  seem'd  to  bee  so  hard, 
Which  like  Waxe  melted  not  before  this  heat, 
This  Perills  from  his  gen'rous  mind  debarr'd. 
This,  this  maid  hym  undaunted  gainst  his  foes 
This  did  his  Valour  to  the  hight  disclose. 

Fol.  66  D  f  Upon  his  head  a  Laurell  did  appeare 

A  Wreath  well  purchased  for  Victorie 
On  his  left  Arme  more  girlands  did  hee  beare 
Then  noble  Sccena  Valours  Prodigie 
But  what  is  't  did  I  see  on  his  right  arme  ? 
My  fainting  heart  presaged  some  great  harme. 
I  saw  him  beare  his  right  arme  in  a  string 
As  if  hee  wounded  were  in  bloody  fight, 
Which  hee  endur'd  in  defense  of  his  King 
Opposing  his  Foes  with  all  powre  and  might, 
The  wound  above  the  elbow  seemed  to  bee 
Which  nought  amated  his  stout  constancie  ; 
I  saw  the  Blood  trickling  downe  amaine, 
Which  purpled  all  his  garments  with  its  dy, 
It  gush'd  as  if  broken  hee  had  some  vayne 
Or  for  a  skillful  surgeon  did  I  cry 
In  vaine  I  calPd  for  too  soone  alas 
Tyme  warned  cruell  Death  to  turne  his  glasse 
Have  you  not  scene  some  choise  flowre  in  its  prime 
Parched  with  scorching  Rayes  of  Titan  bright 

Fol.  67  1  Hang  downe  its  drooping  head  before  full  tyme 

Faire  flourishing  i'th  morne  fading  ere  night 
Then  thinke  this  but  a  type  of  our  sad  case 
And  with  your  teares  his  tomb  bee  pleas'd  to  grace, 
But  why  should  I  thus  wish  you  teares  to  shed, 
"  Since  that  his  soule  releas'd  from  mortall  shryne 
With  divine  Nectar  and  Ambrosia  fed 
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"  In  Heav'ns  high  Globe  shall  like  bright  starre  shine 
Then  cease  your  mourning  and  vouchsafe  to  sing 
With  hym  Joy  Carolls  to  Heav'ns  Highest  King. 


Sr  JOHN   DIGBY 
HIS  SOULE  BY  ANGELS  CARRIED  TO  HEAVEN 


When  I  one  night  gazed  upon  the  skie 

Inly  lamenting  Sr  John  Digbies  Fate 

I  seem'd  from  the  Westerne  Coasts  to  espie 

A  starre  shoot  towards  Heav'n  which  did-abate 

My  weake  ey-sight  with  its  lustre  cleare 

And  light  some  made  all  things  nere  hand  appeare 

Fol.  67  D  f  As  I  stood  wondering  what  this  might  imply 

Mee  thought  I  heard  this  Voice  sound  in  myne  eares, 

The  starre  which  thoe  beheld,  doth  signifie 

The  Soule  of  Digby  mounted  bove  the  spheares 

There  to  receave  guerdon  of  his  paine 

Which  for  his  God  and  King  hee  did  sustaine 

At  which  voyce  joy'd  I  cast  againe  my  sight 

Towards  the  Heav'ns  which  ore  Bridge-water  lies 

When  suddenly  appear'd  a  wondrous  light 

Which  did  illustrate  all  the  bordring  skies 

In  midst  whereof  I  saw  a  Beauty  rare, 

Wherewith  no  Worldly  Beauty  can  compare. 

A  Damzell  faire  accoutred  all  in  white 

Yet  this  her  garment  sprinkled  was  with  blood 

Which  Rubie-like  had  embroder'd  it  quite 

And  enlightned  the  place  wherein  shee  stood, 

Then  from  Heaven  two  Angels  did  descend 

This  beauteous  Bride  to  her  spouse  to  attend 

On  each  side  these  heavenly  ushers  guard 

This  spotlesse  Virgen  towards  Heav'ns  high  Court 

Fol.  68  IF  To  reape  of  her  pure  life  condigne  reward 

And  with  the  Saints  and  Angells  to  consort 
Ascend  my  thoughts  and  see  her  crown'd  wth  Blisse 
Where  still  in  the  spring  Joy  unfading  is. 


Sr  JOHN   DIGBY 

HIS    SOULE    CROWNED    IN    HEAVEN    WITH    A    GlRLAND 
COMPOSED    OF    HIS    RARE    VfiRTUES 


Most  Poets  to  their  help  their  Muses  call, 

That  unto  them  assisting  they  would  bee 

When  they  some  Heros  in  Verse  would  install 

And  raise  a  tomb  t'  his  lasting  Memory 

But  I  no  muse,  but  Digbies  genius  will 

Call  to  vouchsafe  to  guide  my  Novice  quill 

Come  then,  o  thou  blest  Genius  and  inspire 

My  Love-incensed  mynd  his  Worth  to  sing 

That  I  may  warme  mee  at  his  flaming  fire 

Of  Love  and  Loyalty  to  God  and  's  King 

Open  mee  the  Garden  of  his  pure  Soule  Fol.  68  D 

To  call  his  Vertues  flowres  without  controule. 

Then  help  mee  to  compasse  a  Girland  faire, 

Wherewith  crowne  I  will  his  Conquerours  Brow, 

And  though  unskillfull  yet  I  will  prepare 

The  Matter,  where  better  Poets  may  show 

Their  polished  art  and  well  experienc'd  Pen, 

In  painting  forth  his  Picture  for  brave  men. 

Forthwith  into  a  Garden  was  I  brought 

Most  strongely  walled  and  with  five  dores  kept 

Still  locked  that  no  salvage  beast  or  ought 

Might  enter,  the  Allies  weeded  and  swept 

The  Hedges  and  the  Borders  cut,  no  tree 

But  well  proyn'd  and  order' d  could  I  see 

In  midst  hereof  there  stood  a  fountaine  deep 

Whose  waters  were  as  any  crystall  cleare 

Which  sprinkled  on  the  flowres  them  still  did  keep 

In  their  first  prime  and  made  them  fresh  appeare 
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This  Garden  seem'd  a  type  of  Edens  Bowres 
Which  garnished  was  with  choisest  trees  &  flowres 
Fol.  69  f  There  you  might  see  the  azure  Violet 

Hung  downe  its  humble  head  &  there  hard  by. 
The  white  &  purple  gilliflowre  were  set 
The  red  and  white  Rose  grew  unto  them  nigh, 
All  which  breath'd  forth  so  sweet  a  fragrancy 
That  in  them  I  admir'd  Gods  Majestic 
Here  first  I  cropt  the  humble  Violet, 
The  White  Gilliflowre  of's  Innocency, 
The  red  of  Charity  which  shall  bee  set 
Next  to  his  white  Rose  of  Purity 
The  red  Rose  blushing  in  its  scarlet  dy 
Breath'd  Love  unto  his  King  and  Country 
These  five  sweet  flowres  ranked  in  order  fit 
And  ty'd  with  the  crimsen-silke  of  Gods  Love 
And  of  his  Neighbours  in  a  Chaplet  knit 
Shall  crowne  his  Temples  in  that  happie  Grove 
Where  with  the  blest  Angels  hee  sings  his  part 
And  praiseth  his  God  with  an  humble  Heart. 
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f  AN  EPITAPH  FoL69D 

UPON  THAT  VERTUOUS  AND  HEROICALL  KNIGHT 
SO  WELL  DESERVING  OF  HIS  KlNG  AND 

COUNTRY 
Sr  JOHN  DIGBY 


Stay  gentle  Reader  and  vouchsafe  to  cast 

An  ey  on  hym  with  whome  this  tomb  is  grac'd 

And  if  thou  faine  would'st  know  whose  grave  it  is 

Brave  Digbies  genius  tells  thee  it  is  his  ; 

Hee  was  a  man  justly  by  all  admir'd 

Whose  Vertuous  frendship  best  men  still  desir'd 

Mild,  grave  and  gentle  was  hee  in  his  port 

And  humbly  with  all  mankind  did  consort 

Pious  hee  liv'd  still  to  Gods  will  resign'd 

His  life  and  manners  Heav'ns  just  Laws  confined 

Meeke  in  his  suifring,  patient  in  his  paine 

Grace  taught  hym  malice  gainst  foes  to  refraine 

In  brief  hee  was  a  man  whose  noble  Parts 

Wrested  respect  and  honour  from  foes  Hearts 

His  f  rends  hee  left  Example  how  to  trayne  Fol.  70 

Their  Lives  in  Verities  love  Heaven  to  gaine. 


A  POSY 

FRAMED    OF    THE    NEVER    FADING    FLOWRES    OF  VALOUR 

THE  EARLE  OF  CARNAVUAN,  Sr  JOHN  DIGBY 

Sr  JOHN  SMITH,    Sr  HENRY  GAGE 

Sr  JOHN  BEAUMONT,  COLONELL  MORGAN 

COL  :   MARKLAM  &  EVERS 


Some  Skilfull  gard'ner  planting  choisest  flowres 
Which  cast  their  fragnant  sent  on  verdant  bowres 
Where  Titans  rising  rayes  with  guilded  Beames 
Powres  on  their  short  liv'd  Beauty  quickning  streames  : 
When  hee  observeth  they  are  in  full  prime 
Hee  crops  the  fairest  and  watching  his  tyme 
Them  in  a  nose-gay  tenders  to  his  Lord 
Who  to  them  kind  acceptance  doth  afford 

Fol.  70  D  1  This  Garden  in  Christ  Church,  the  Gard'ner  is 

Jesus  himself,  each  soule  a  faire  fllowre  is 
Bedew'd  with  Christ  owne  blood  and  doth  admit 
The  bright  Rayes  of  his  Grace  which  nourish  it. 
Christ  daily  walking  in  this  Gardens  pulls 
Now  one  sweet  flowre,  now  an  other  culls 
Witnesse  Carnavuan  Digby,  Smith  and  Gage 
Beaumont,  Evers,  Morgan,  Markham,  who  wage 
Warre  for  their  King,  and  nobly  dying  live 
Never  to  dy  and  us  Example  give 
To  combat  gainst  our  ghastly  foes  till  death. 
And  never  yield  although  wee  loose  our  Breath 
The  eight  faire  flowres  Christ  pleas'd  to  gather 
And  in  a  Posy  present  his  Father 
Who  cherishing  them  for  his  sweet  sonne's  sake, 
Vouchsafeth  them  into  his  hands  to  take 
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And  gladly  showes  them  to  his  Heav'nly  quire 
Who  their  bright  shining  beauty  doe  admire 

1F  With  whome  they  joyne  in  Consort  &  shall  sing  Fol.  71 

Alleluia  to  God  their  Lord  and  King. 
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Gentle  Reader 

Give  mee  leave  here  to  joyne  in  my  Praises  with  Sr  John  Digby 
those  two  gallant  Worthyes  Sr  John  Smith  and  Colonell  Morgan, 
who  with  hym  on  Earth  were  straitly  linked  with  the  golden  chay 
ne  of  entire  Loue  and  frendship  indissoluble  even  by  Death  it 
self  and  are  now,  as  wee  hope  joyned  in  Heaven  among  that  happie 
Society  in  end  lesse  glory,  never  to  part. 

10 


AN    ENCOMIUM 

OF  THAT  BRAVE  CHAMPION  OF  HIS  KlNG  CHARLES 

AND  NOBLE  RESCUER  OF  HIS 

STANDARD    ROYALL    AT    EDGE-HILL 

Sr  JOHN   SMITH 


When  all  alone  I  musing  stood 

Mee  thought  I  saw  a  Warlike  Knight 

Fol.  71  D  H  Whose  Armour  embrew'd  was  with  blood, 

Which  hee  had  shed  in  cruell  fight 
Hee  seem'd  a  second  Mars  in  Field 
And  to  his  King  prov'd  a  shield 
His  visage  was  both  sterne  and  mild 
Sterne  to  his  foes,  mild  to  his  frend 
His  manly  face  nicenesse  exil'd 
Er'n  Foes  his  noble  Worth  commend 
By's  Vertue  from  frends,  love  hee  gain'd 
By's  Valours  courb  Foes  hee  restrained 
Willing  to  know  who  this  might  bee 
Who  of  his  Valour  trophies  rear'd 
My  thoughts  sharply  seem'd  to  check  me 
Not  knowing  who  to  mee  appear'd 
This  is  brave  Sr  John  Smith  say  they 
Who  hath  for  Valour  wonne  the  day 
Hee  pawn'd  his  Life  for  Charles  his  King 
At  Alsford  in  that  bloody  fight 
England  shall  still  his  Prowesse  ring 

Fol.  72  If  And  blazon  forth  his  Valours  might 

His  Vertues  shall  registred  lie 
In  Gods  eternall  Memory. 


AN   EPITAPH 

UPON  THAT  GALLANT  MARTIALL  KNIGHT 

Sr  JOHN  SMITH 


Here  lies  entombed,  Reader  in  this  Grave 

True  matchlesse  Valour,  Honour  Vertue  grave 

His  Name  was  Smith,  who  for  his  King  fighting 

Unto  his  foes  seem'd  a  flash  of  Lighting 

Whereat  enraged  Mars  with  deadly  ire 

To  his  hellish  Engine  presenteth  fire 

Which  swiftly  cutting  th'  ayre  with  fiery  wing 

Kills  brave  Smith  stout  Champion  of  his  King 

"  Whose  happie  soule  franchiz'd  from  mortal  shrine 

"  In  Heavens  high  Globe  like  a  bright  starre  shall  shine. 
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Fol.  72  D  f  AN  ELEGIE 

UPON  THE  UNTIMELY  THOUGH  HAPPIE  DEATH 
OF  THAT  RENOWNED  AND  VERTUOUS   GENTLEMAN 

COLONELL  THOMAS  MORGAN 

SLAYNE  IN  DEFENSE  OF 

HIS  SACRED  MAtie  KlNG  CHARLES 

IN  THE  FIRST  BATTAILE  AT  NEWBURY 


Since  Morgans  Vertne,  Modestie,  Renowne 
His  Learning,  mildlenesse,  Honour  weare  the  Crowne 
His  prudence,  Wisdome,  Justice  win  Heav'ns  goale 
Why  should  his  Frends  with  teares  his  Death  condole  ? 
His  Death  to  his  pure  soule  a  Passage  is 
To  bee  partaker  of  eternall  Blisse 
Among  the  quires  of  Saints  hee  sings  his  Part 
Praising  his  God  with  a  devoted  Heart 
Hee  pray's  for  f  rends  to  whome  on  earth  his  Love 
Was  bounded  with  Gods  Will,  in  Heav'n  above 
Tenders  their  nnall  good  expecting  when 
Fol.  73  1f  Hee  there  shall  meet  them  nere  to  part  agen 

His  Barke  hath  past  secure  these  wordly  seas. 
And  in  Heav'ns  Harbour  rides  at  quiet  ease 
But  we  alas  are  tost  on  boist'rous  waves 
Which  poast  us  day  &  night  unto  our  Graves 
Yet  if  true  glory  bee  the  onely  scope 
Of  all  our  Actions  wee  may  firmely  hope 
At  length  to  anchore  in  that  happie  Port 
Where  none  but  chosen  Vessells  doe  resort 
Such  as  brave  Morgan  was  ah  let  us  then 
Hoise  saile  for  Heaven  with  such  gallant  men 
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And  since  our  frend  chaulkes  forth  the  milky  way 
To  Heav'ns  White-hall  why  doe  we  fondly  stay 
From  poasting  after  with  a  speedy  wing 
Where  all  true  Joyes  flourish  in  their  spring. 
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146  SIRHENRYGAGE 

Fol.  73  D  f  I  will  adde  a  fourth  to  these  three  gallant  comaunders  to  wit 
Sr  Henry  Gage  famous  for  the  relief  of  Basing  the  Mansion-House 
of  the  right  Honble  the  Marquis  of  Winchester. 


Where  Vertue  lodgeth  it  doth  often  prove 
In  Iron-breasts  the  true  Load-stone  of  Love 
When  Wisdome  meeteth  with  a  gentile  mind 
It  doth  endeare  that  subject  to  mankind 
If  Valour  in  some  Worthy  makes  demurre 
To  blazon  forth  his  Praises  all  concurre 
Doth  Prudence  lustre  joyne  to  noble  deeds 
Of  brave  achievements  hee  reaps  worthy  meeds 
Where  Learning  doth  set  of  a  high-borne  Race 
Th'one  the  other  embellishing  doth  grace 
But  when  true  Goodnesse  guildeth  other  Parts 
Deservedly  it  ravisheth  Mens  Hearts 
If  one  of  these  singly  imparts  such  praise 
Gage  grac'd  with  all  well  may  weare  the  Bais. 
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